
© 1902 Nature Publishing Group

55 2 NATURE [APRIL l.O, 1902 

of nitrogen, by M. H. Deslandres. Four distinct groups, 
characterised by their limits of vibration frequency, have been 
made out in the spectrum of ni1rogen. Cuthbertson has recently 
shown that .the forty bands of the first group can be arranged in 
thirteen series. Some further regularities in these series are 
discussed in the present paper. - The cause of the annual period 
of the aurora borealis, by M. Charles Nordmann. It is known 
that in mean latitudes the frequency of the aurora possesses a 
double annual periodicity such that the maxima are at the 
equinoxes_ and the minima at the solstices. The author deduces 
a theoretical explanation of this, which is independent of all 
hypotheses as to the nature or production of the aurora. -On 
the composition of the lodes of Kersanton, by M. Ch. Barrois. 
The veins of Kersanton are distinguished from ordinary veins 
by their composite structure ; they have been slowly consoli­
dated under the influence of pneumatolithic phenomena for .a 
very long time. The facts observed are in accord with the 
theory of M. Michel Levy.-An examination of the meteoric 
iron of Guatemala, by M. Stanislas Meunier. Analysis showed 
that the Guatemala iron belcnigs to the Schwet zite type and is 
similar to the masses of Descuhridora (Mexico, 1780), Werchne­
Udinsk (Siberia, 1854) and Schwetz (Prussia, 1857).-The best 
methods of realising stereoscopic radioscopy, by M. Th. 
Guilloz. 
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