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b_ut no true nitro-derivative could be obtained.-On the supposed 
bmaphthylene alcohol, by !\L R. Fo,se. The compound 

by Rousseau as a binaphthylene alcohol is a derivative 
of the ,9,9-diacetylpropionate of ethyl, 
by M. 1'. March.-l roperttes of the alkyl substitution products 
of the ethyl of cyano-acetone-dicarboxylic acid. Action of 

chlonde upon the methyl ester of acetone-dicarboxylic 
actd, by !\1. J. Den>me.-The action of butyryl chloride upon 
the sodium compound of methyl acetoacetate, by 1\DI. B.)uveault 
an_d A. B?ngert. T":o classes of substances are produced in 

reactiOn, there bemg a true carbon linkage in the one, whilst 
m the other the c3:rbon atoms are joined through an oxygen 
atom. The separation of these isomers is described and some 
of their characteristic properties studied. -On the constitution 
of gallotann_in, by :111. I!. Pot levin.-The production of acetyl­
methyl-car_bmol the J?aa"l!us tartriats, by !\L L. Grimbert. 
By the thts bactllus upon solutions of glucose or sugar, 
small quantlltcs of the alcohol CII3 -CO-CIIOif·-CH are 
produced. substance, which has not been previously 
as a fermentatiOn produc_t, was identified by means of its 
osaz?ne.-On the. of by l\L\1. Albert 
Robm and Maunce Bmet.. It 1s found that the respiratory 
exchanges are much htgher m tuberculous subjects than in the 
healthy man, and this feature is so constant that it will be of 
service in the diagnosis of tuberculosis.-The slow conduction 
of the nerve negative. variation, by :111. Aug. Charpentier.­
On t_he opac1ty of the vitreous body and the rigidity of this 
med1u'? of the eye, l!Y M_. A. Imbert.-On the histology of the 

and the dtgesttve tube, by 1\I. I'. Vignon.-On the 
absorptiOn of highly diluted metallic poisons by plant cells, by 
M.. II. Devaux: Both phanerogams and cryptogams are 
po1soned by solutwns of Iea_d and C'_)pper salts contai11ing only 
<me or two parts of the salt tn ten mtllions of water. -Influence 
-of darkness the development of flowers, by l\1. L. Beaulaygue. 
-Comparattve anatomy of the leaf organs in the acacias, by 
:IlL P. Ledoux.-On the tabular icebergs of the Antarctic regions, 

.--by C\1. lienryk ' 

CAP" Tow:-:. 
South African Philosophical Society. February 6.­

T. Stewart, vice-president, in the chair. !\fr. E. H. L. Schwarz 
exhibited some photographs and copies of interes1ir.g Bushman 
paintings from Groot Riel River, near the boundary of the 
Ceres and Clanwilliam districts, on the road from the Cold 
Bokkeveld to \Vhupperthal. The drawings are on the face of a 
cliff overhanging a tributary of the Groot Riet River. There is 

cave properly speaking, but the river has cut slightly into the 
cliff at the base, so as to form a shallow recess. The floor of 
the recess is some 20 feet above the present river level, and a 
dine Bushman pot (exhibited) was obtained here. The paintings 
themselves are done tn a great number of styles, by different 
people. They are in red paint, except for three black and one 
brown figure. :'llr. Sclater pointed out that one of the photo­
graph_s evtdently represented the drawing of a white rhinoceros, 
an am mal of whose occurrence so far south no written record has 
been A. W. Rog7r_s read a paper on evidence 
of glactal act ton durmg the depos1t1on of the Table l\Iountain 
sandstone.-:\fr. Sclater having taken the chair, Mr. Stewart 
read a paper on the rainfall of the Cape Peninsula. The average 
for the last seven years at Signal Hill is 15 ·49 inches ; at Ronde­
bosch 41 22 inches; at Kenilworth 42·90 inches ; at Disa Head 

· (2500 fee,t above the sea) on Table 1\lountain 39·96 inches; and at 
Maclear s Beacon (347S feet abo\·e the sea) on Table Mountain 
86·81 inches. The heaviest rainfall in the Peninsula is registered 
at the last station. The rainfall during the month of January 
·last was of an exceptional character, in fact there is no record 
·of a previous rainfall during any of the summer months having 
:approached the amount recorded. 
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R.ovAL SoctRTY, at 4-J0.-(1) On the Arc Spectrum of Vanadium· (2) 
-Gn the Enhanced Lines visible in the Spectrum of the : 
Sir N. Lockyer, K.C.B., F.R.S., and F. K Baxanrlall.- Further Ob­
t>crvations of Nova Persei, No.2: K.C. R., F R.S.­
-'fhe Gr?wth .of Magnet,ism in Iron. Alternating Magneti.c Force: 
Prof. E. W1lson. -1 o he read :n tzt!e mzly; On the Electncal Con­
ductivity of Air and Salt Vapours: Dr. H. A. \Vilson. 

liiSTITUTION OP' tt:LECTRICAL i£.NGJNSRRS, at 8.-The Electrical Trans­
mission of Power in Coal :\fines: H. \V. Raven:Sh.lw.-Portable Electric 
Lamps: S. F. Walker. 

CHEMICAL SOCIETY, at 3.-Annual General :\hcting. 
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FRIDAY, MARCH 29. 
ROYAL INSTITUTION, at Lord Rayleigh, F.R.S. 

SATURDAY, MAncu 30. 
at 3.-Sountl and Vibration': Lord Rayleigh, F.R.S. 

FIRLD'CI.UH of NaturaJ:History, Stratford), at;.­
J wenty-first Annual Mcetmg.--At 6.3o.-Neolithic.lmplemcnts from 
the N o:th Down_s: J. P.) ohnson.-On Borinf{S of the Ash-lark 
(Hyle:nntt::i): M11ler Chnsty.-Lantern Demonstration of Colour Photo­
graphy as applied to Natural Ohjects: E. Sanger Shepherd. 

MONDAY. APRil. J. 

S KIF.TY OF CHEMICA I. lr-;ucSTRY, at 8.-The Effect on the :\Iarsh Test of 
some Commercial Products containing Selenium and Tellurium: A. E. 
Berry.-A New System for the Manufacture of Borax and Nitrates: Dr. 
W. Newton.-Basic it!; Prepar:nion and as a 
"1anure: .fohn Hughes.--The Preparation of Pure Cineol from Euca· 
lyptus Oil hy means. of the :\rsen:lte : \Vat son Smith -Action of Caustic 
J>,Jtash ancl Soda on Stannous Sulphide: Ur. F. Mollwo Perkin. 

INSTITUTE, at 4.3o.-Thc Maori's Place in History: J. 
TUESDAY, Al·T<t!. 2. 

ZooLOGICAL SocrETY, at 8.3o.-On the l\Jyology of the or 
Parrots, with a Clas,.ification of the Order h.1scd upon the Structure pf 
the Tongue: (;. P. the of the Larynx in Co;:i'a 

Ba!aen()j!cra · P,of. \V. B He11ham, F.R.S.-On a Colle(:tion of 
L11ards from the Peninsula, made by :rtlemhers of the 11 Skeat 
Expedition,'' t899-I901.): F. F. Laidlaw. 

INSTITUTION OF CIVIL ENGINRERS, at 8.-The Burrator for the 
Water-supply of Plymouth: E. Sandeman. 

RovAI. PHOTOGRAPHIC Socnn·v, at 8.-Animals and Birds in their 
Native Haunts: Charles Reid. 

WEDNESDAY, APR!!. 3· 
GF.oLOGICAL SoctETV, at 8. 
ENroMOLOGICAI. Socttr.Tv.at 8. 
SoctRTV ot-· PUBLIC AsALVSTS, at 8.-0n the :MaumenC Test for Oils: 

C. A. ::\Titcheli.-Some Arsenic rclatinll to Malt Kilns: 
T. Fairley.-Thc Aeration Te.;t for Effluents: Ur. S. Rideal. 

THURSDAY. APR!!. 4· 
SociETY, at ·8.-0n some British Freshwater Rhi7.opods anrl 

Helio7.oa: G. S. 'Vest. 
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