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Urbain. The crude earths from p;adolinitc are converted into 
ethyl sulphates. After ten crystallisations the mother liquors 
contain only the three elements yttrium, erbium and ytterbium, 
with perhaps a trace of thorium. These were further separated 
by the fractional decomposition of the nitrates by heat, which, 
in the absence of earths of the gadolinium group, gives a very 
satisfactory separation.-On an arseni rle and chloro-arsenide of 
tungsten, by :\1. Ed. Defacqz. The_ between 
gen arsenicle and tungsten hexachloride lS analogous to that wllh 
ihe corresponding phosphorus compound, two compounds of the 
composition \V As2 and W2 AsCI ,1 being isolated.-On nitrofur
furane, hy :'11. R :\larquis. By allowing a nhydrous nitric acid 
and furfurane in acetic anhydride solution to react at 
- 5" C., a nitrofurfurane can he obtained. The exact 
position of the nitro-group is not yet determined.-The absorp
tion spectra of the indophenol>, by :\I Paul Lemoult.-Un some 
new organometallic compounds of mercury, by :\11\1. Auguste 
Lumiim:, Louis Lumiere, lind Chevroticr. When alkali phenol 
disulphonatcs react with mercuric oxide, compounds are formed 
of great solubility, and presenting some peculiar reactions, not 
being precipita_ted by acid, or 
sulphide. Thetr taste ts purely sahne, and not metalhc as ts 
usual with mercury salts. The solutions, however, posses<; ' 
great antiseptic power. -On the mechanism of diastatic re
actions, hy M. ;\[. Hanriot. By studit:s on the ferment 
it is shown that the ferment, when attenuated uy a chemtcal 
action, may regain its original activity, and also that the action 
uf lipase upon acids and ethers_ appears to be_ a 
combination governed hy the orchnary la ws of dtssoclallon.
On the plurality ot the chlorophyllines and on the metachloro
ph)llincs, by :\1. :\1. Tsvett .-On a pseudo-agaric acid, by 
:\Dl. Adrian and Trillat. The body e"tracted from aganc by 
alcohol does not appear to be a true acid, and when pure is 
without special physiological properties.--Transformation of 
creatine into creatinine by a soluble ferment in the 
organism, by M. E. of and prepara
tion of propyl benzene, by l\1. f. Bodroux. r\ CJfmal propyl
benzene is formed along with other products by the interaction 
of benzene, trimethylene bromide and aluminium chloridc.
Filtrati .n of air by the soil, by ;\1. Auguste Gcrardin.-On the 
t Nt of the chlorophyllian function in the evolution of terpenic 
compounds, hy M. Eug. Charabot. influences which increase 
the vigour of the chlorophyll functton 111 plants also appears to 
favour the production of the ethers of terpene alcohols .--On 
the chemical composition of the coffee from Grande Comore, 
by ;\1. Gabriel Bertrand.-Action of mucus upon the organ
ism, by l\I. Chanin and Moussu. Fresh mucus possesses 
poisonous properties when injected into the blood. -Radio
pelvigraphy and radiopclvimctry at _long range,_ by M. 
Varnier.- The sponges of the llelg1an Antarcttc cxpedltton, 
and the bipolarity of the fauna, hy l\1. E. Topsent.-Origin 
of the pigment in Tunicatcs. The transmission of the maternal 
pigment to the embryo, by M. Antoine l'izon.-A new theory 
of chromatic adaptation, by 111. (;eorges Bohn. -Researches 
on the structure of some of the lower fungi, by M. Guillier
mond.-Apparcnt symmetry in crystals, by l\·1. Fred. Wallerant.
On the origin of the gold in :\1adagascar, by !If. A. Lacroix.
On the age of the erupti,·e rocks of Cape Aggio, by M. Leon 
Bertrand.-The dfJmes of Saint Cyprien (Dordogne), Sauveterre 
and Fume! (Lot-et-Garonnc), by Ill. l'h. Glangeaud. 
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VJcTORJA INSTITUTE, at 4·1o.-Ancien t Script in Australia: E. ]. 

TUESDAY, 5· 

lxsTtTUTION, at 3.-Practical Prof. J. A. Ewing. 
ZOOI.OG ICAL SociETY, at 8.3o.-On the ).1ammals of the Balearic 

Oldfield Thomas.--On the Structure of the Horny 
known as the "Bonnet" of the Southern Hight \\'"hale (Balaen,t ruu
tra/is): Dr. \V. G. Rldewood.-A List ,.f the Batrachians anJ Reptiles 
obtained by Dr. Donaldson Srriith in Somaliland in· 1899: li . .A. Bou
leng<r, F.R.S. 

INSTtTUTJO:-l OY CIVIL Exr.IXEERS, at 8.-The Present Condition and 
Prospects of the l'anama Canal Works : J. T . Ford. 

WEDNESDAY, fF.IINUAHV 6. 
RoYAl. INST ITUTION, at 3.-Govcrnment and People of China; Prof. 

R. :>1. Douglas. 
GEOI.OliiCAL ::,ocrF.1·v, at 8.-0n the Origin of the Dunmail Raise (1 .. "\ke 

District) : D. Oldham.-On the Structure and .Affmities of the RhCI!tic 
Plant Naiadita : Miss lgerna B. J. Soli as. 
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THURSDAY. FEIIRUARY 7-

ROVAL S<JCIF:T\' 1 at 4·3o. -l'rflhahle j;ajJfrs: The Boiling Point of Liquid 
Hydrog-en, determined by Hydrogen and Helium Gas Thermometers: 
Prof. Dewar, F.R.S .- ··On the Brightness of the Corona of January :n, 
z898. Preliminary Note: Prof. H. H. Turner, F . R.S.-Prdiminary 
Determination of the \Vave Lengths of the Hydro-'ten J .ine.s, derived from 
Photographs taken at o,·ar at the Eclipse of the Sun, tqoo, .May :.18 : F 
\V. Dysun .-1 uvc3tigations on the A hnormal Outgrowth-. or Intumescences 
on Hibiscus "!!iliff)/ ius, Linn.: .a Study !n 
Mi!"s E . Dale.-On the Protetd Reacllon of Adamktevncz, wtth Contn
butions to the Chemistry of Glyoxylic Acid: F. G. Hopkins and S. W. . 

CHEMICAl. Socn·:Tv, at 8.-Ballot for the Election of Fellows -The Action 
of Bromide on Carhuhydrate:-;: H . J. H. Fenton and 
Mildred G(>stling.-Notc 011 a Method of comparing the Affinity-Values 
o f Acids: H . J. ·H. Ft!nton a:td H . 0. Jone;:s.-Organic Derivatives of 
Phosphoryl Chloride, and the Configuration of the Valencies of 
Phor.phQrus: H.. M. Cavcn.-(1) Synthetical \Vork with Sodaf!lic.le 
Deri\·;uives: (2) Note on Two :\tolecular Compounds of 
(3) Diilcetamide, a Xew Method of Preparation : Dr. A. \V . Titherley. 

RONTGRN SOCIETY, at B.-Experiences of X· Ray \Vurk during the Siege 
of Lad)·smith; Lieut. F. Bn1ce. 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 8. 

Rov.-\L at Q.- History and Progress or ACrial Locomotion: 
Prof. G. H. Bryan, F.R.S. 

RoYAL AsTROXO:I.IIC:AI. SoCIETY, at ·{.-Annual (;cneral Meeting. 
GEOI.OG 1S1"S' ASSOCIATION, at s.::....·Annual General :\lceting.-Twclve 

Years or Lr,ndon Geology: The President, \V. Whitake-r, F . R.S. 
INSTITUTION' OF CIVIL lt:NGINF.ERS 1 at 8.-T\-'lr. \Vimperis' paper on 

Cycle Resistance will be submitted for di!'cussion. 
OF MECHANICAL at 8.-Power-Gas and Large 

Ga!'-Engincs for Central Stations: H. A. Humphre-y. 
SociETY, at 4 3o.-Thc Origin of the Vertebrate ;and 

Eighth Pair of Cranial Nerves: \V. H. Gaskell, F .R.S.-A Cnucal 
Review of Recent Literature on Fossil Anthropoids : \V. L. H . Duc:.C.-
worth. · 
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