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their cleri vati ves, by C\1. G. Perrier. -On Russian essence of 
aniseed, by MM. G. Bouchardat and Tardy.-On the pro
duction of pure gaseous formic aldehyde, by M. A. Brochet. 
For the purposes of disinfection by gaseous formic aldehyde, 
free from water vapour, a current of a warm indifferent gas 
(nitrogen or carbon dioxide) is passed through a tube containing 
fragments of trioxymethylene. The quantity can be regulated 
by altering the temperature.-On anti venomous serum, hy MM. 
Calmette, Hankin, and Lepinay. An account of some experi
ments with a serum, the injection of which protects the animal 
from snake venom.-On some points in the anatomy of Tetra
eli/a porosa, by M. A. Gruvei.-Ncw form of negative reaction 
on the retina, by M. Aug. Charpentier.-Proofs of the submarine 
extension to the south of Marseilles of the Maurcs and Esterel 
group, by MM. Vasseur and Fournier. 

BERLIX. 

Physical Society, December 13, 1895.--Prof. Warburg, 
President, in the chair.--The President referred to the deaths 
of Prof. Knoblauch, of Halle, and Prof. SpCirer, of Potsdam. 
-Prof. Des Coudres spoke on kathodic radiation, and 
demonstrated its sensitiveness to magnetic lines of furce.
Prof. Neesen described two interesting strokes of lightning, 
of which one pierced the roof of a church-tower unprovided 
with a conductor, and stopped short at the organ. Its 
effects were characterised by the rents it made in the inside 
of the church above the organ, similar to those observed in a 
tree when struck. The second struck a petroleum store, 
whose four tanks were each protected by five-pointed conductors 
adequately put to earth. Two of the tanks were 
shattered by a violent explosion, the other two burnt out by fire. 
The speaker was of opinion that the petroleum vapours above 
the tanks had been ignited by small sparks during the discharge, 
and he hac! verified this view by experiment ; he therefore pro
posed that for the purpose of adequate protection all openings, 
more particularly manholes, should be guarded by wire netting, 
on the principle of the Davy lamp.-A small instrument was ex
hibited by Mr. von Hefner-Alteneck for demonstrating minute 
variations of atmospheric pressure. It consists of a flask, whose 
neck communicates with a horizontal glass tube, whose central 
portion is bent slightly downwards ; in this tube there is an ex
tremely mobile index of coloured petroleum, which follows the 
least change of external pressure. The apparatus is one hundred 
and fifty times more sensitive than a mercurial barometer.--Prof. 
N eesen criticised a recently published method of measuring the 
velocity of projectiles. It consists in making the projectile close 
and open a current which passes spirally round a tube contain
-ing carbon bisulphide ; the plane of polarisation of this fluid is 
rotated during the time of flight, and hence a beam of light pre
viously extinguished by crossed i\icols can now pass through, 
and make a record on photographic paper. 

Physiological Society, December 6, 1895.-Prof. H. 
Munk, President, in the chair.-Prof. I. Munk reported on 
further experiments as to the minimal proteid requirements of a 
dog during nitrogenous equilibrium. 

December 20.-Prof. H. Munk, President, in the chair.-Dr. 
Cohnstein reviewed the Ia ws of osmotic pressure from the existing 
point of view of physical chemistry.-Dr. Rosenberg spoke on 
reported cases of presumed regeneration of the bile duct some 
twenty clays after its extirpation. He reported a case of a lateral 
branch from the duct recently observed in a dog and leading 
into the intestine, and urged that the possible existence of such 
a branch should have been in every case disproved before con
eluding that a regeneration of the duct had taken place.-The 
President exhibited a section of an elephant's tooth, which 
showed a circular green streak round the outer border of the 
pulp cavity. 
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