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iron boats containing lithium, and collect argon over mercury at 
the exit end of the apparatus.-On the spectra of selenium 
and some natural selenides, by M. A. de Gramont. The 
minerals examined are: Berzeline Cu2 Se, Zorgite (PbCuzl Se, 
Clausthalite PbSe, Euca1rite Cu2 Se.Ag2Se, Guanajuatite or 
Frenzelite Bi 2Se3.-0n the estimation of thiophene in benzene, 
by M. G. Deniges. Two methods are given, both depending 
on the use of the mercury reagent previously described. In 
aqueous solution the reagent precipitates the compound (S04 
HgOHghC 4H 4S when heated with the impure benzene 
in a closed flask at 100° for about fifteen minutes with freqt:ent 
shaking. In methyl alcohol solution the precipitate S04(Hg0)2 
Hg.C 4H 4S is produced; in this case the benzene is 
miscible with the reagent, and hence the reaction is much 
facilitated.-On the action of potassium on 
various organic substances, by M. E. Maumene.-On the 
calcium phosphate of milk, by M. L. Vaudin. The 
conclusions are drawn that: (1) Milk contains citric acid as 
alkaline citrate, which aids in keeping its calcium phosphate in 
solution. (2) This solution occurs owing to the effect of lactose 
in preventing the precipitation of calcium citrate from solution. 
(3) Every influence modifying or destroying the molecular 
equilibrium of the salts dissolved in milk, tends to precipitate 
tricalcic phosphate together with calcium citrate.-The s:;.nd­
stone of Taveyannaz and its relationships with the "flysch," 
by MM. L. Duparc and E. Ritter.-On the calcium carbonate 
of lake-waters, by M. Andre Delebecque.-On the connection 
of latitudinal displacements of lines of barometric maxima 
with the movements in declination of the moon, by M. A. 
Poincare. The mean atmo•pheric conditions are powerfully and 
regularly influenced by the moon at each tropical revolution, 
and at each revolution of the node. 
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