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stigma, which is papillose, grows out, an<l a bee visiting a flower 
Hruck hy the stigma. when the p:tpillre being glutinous receive 

the pollen. The author also noted experiments :tnd 
observations on the action of the sensitive column.-Note on 
Bung wall (Blulmum strru!atum, Rich. ), a•l aboriginal food, 
hy Thos L. Bancr.>ft. The rhizome of thi• fern formecl, with 
the nuts of the Bunya Bnnya (Araiuaria ./JiJwilli), the most 
important food of the aborigines of Sou•hern Qneen<land.-On 
the nests and habits of Australian Vtspidat, by \Valter W. 
Froggalt.-Description of jmrpurto·dnc!um, a new 
Au•tralian marine shell, hy C. Hedley. A small .Trochoid, 
ornamented with beaded and coloured orange with a 
spiral lilac bane!, was add eel to the local fauna under the ab11ve 

on the habitat of the Naked·eyed Cockatoo ( Cacatita 
gpnnopis, Sclater), by Alfred J. North. Living specimens caught 
near Durketown in North_ Queensland, now on view in Sydney, 

been examined ; and there are in the Macleay 
Museum from the Gulf of Carpentaria and from Port Darwin, 
and in the Australian Museum from Cambridge Gulf. The 
note of interrogation in the record of the habitat for this species 
given in the British Museum Catalogue of Psittaci ["South 
Au•tralia(and also Northern and North·west Australia?")] may 
therefore be drnpped.-Oological notes, by Alfred]. North, 
(1) Ptilotis analvga; (2) LamprococcJ•.x malayanus.-Observa
tio:Js upon the anatomy of the "dumb·bell·shaped bone" in 
Omithorlzymlzus, with a new view of its homology, by Prof. 
J. T. Wilson. The "dumb·bell·sbaped" l:ooe is not confined 
to the palatine region, but both dorsally and posteriorly it is in 
intimate relation to the nasal septum. From the dorsal part of 
its hinder extremity it backwards a distinct vomerine spur, 
about 3 mm. in length, which is bifurcated posteriorly and 
grooved along its dorsal border, forming a splint for the ventral 
edge of the cartilaginous nasal septum. The tips of this bifid 

are connected \\'ith those of the anteriorly bifid end of the 
true vomer by means of a strong "vomerine ligament," varying 
in length from about 2 mm. downwards. In coronal sections 
this ligament is seen to possess the same sectional shape as the 
vomerine and to be structurally and morphologically con· 
tinuous with the bone at either end. The vomerine spur lies 
quite dorsal to the palatine plate formed by the maxillre, and it 
extends batb• ards to a plane from 2-3 mm. behind the tip of 
the anterior median process of the latter, from which it is 

by an inten:al. This interval forms a wide passage 
,,f communication (1 mm. vertically), below the nasal septum, 
betwPen the nasal cavilies of opposite sides, and it is lined by 
columnar epithelium like the neighbourlng parts of these cavities. 
The "dumh·bel!-shoped bone" is a true " anterior vomer" 
formed by the fusion of bilaterally symmetrical halves; and 
both in its nasal anrl in its palatine relations it resembles the 
palatine lobe of the vomer in Caimau nietr. 
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WEDNESDAY. 1\!AY 30. 
llRtTrSH ASTRO:<O"lCALA.socrATION (UniverSity College), at •. 
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Propagation of of lrnn by the Electric 
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F R.S.-Tiie Root of lendron Oldhamia (Williamson): W. C. 
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CAMI!RA Cu:n, at ·S.Jo.-,Twenty Thousand Feet O\·er the Sea: Mr. Edward 
Whymper. 

. FRIDAY. juNE 1. 
Roi'AL INSTITUTION, at 9.-The Work ol Hertr: Prof. Oliver Lodge, 

f'.R . S. 
GEOLOGISTS' Asso:JATIOi'< (Univer<ity Colle!(<). atS. 
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to Finchley and \Vhetstone: Park 

Dr. H. H1cks, F.R.S. 
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