
© 1893 Nature Publishing Group

120 NATURE [_TUNE I, 1893 

Meteorological Society, May 9.-Dr. Vettin, President, 
in the chair.- Prof. Hellmann presented the two first numbers 
of reprints of important papers on meteorol0gy and terrestrial 
magnetism, which he is publishing with the support of the 
German Meteorological Society and the branch society in Berlin. 
No. I is a fac-simile of the earliest German work on meteorology: 
Weather-book by Rynmann, dated ISro. No. 2 is also a fac
simile of Bl. Pascal's celebrated research by which the existence 
of atmospheric pressure was first determined.- Prof. Bornstein 
spoke on the most recent theories as to thunderstorms, of which 
none supply a definite solution of the problems involved, and 
explained a simple form of apparatus by Elster and Geitel, in 
Wolfenbitttel, by means of which anybody can make obser
vations on atmospheric electricity, and invited the co-operation 
of the memhers.-Dr. Kremser gave some notes on the dryness 
of last April. Whereas the average fall in Prussia for April is 
30 to so mm., the fall for last month was only ro mm. in the 
extreme east, falling to I mm. in the central region, and too mm. 
in the west and south-west. In Berlin a measurable amount of 
rain fell on only one day, the I 7th, amounting too·s mm., so that 
this month was the driest recorded since observations were first 
made in Berlin. Up to the present time the driest month had 
been October, I86s, with a fall of I mm. The period of 
drought began as early as March 21 or 22, and in many parts of 
Prussia had lasted for forty days, being accompanied by absence 
of clouds and marked temperature amplitudes of I0° to !8°.
Dr. Less gave an account of the barometric conditions over 
Europe during the drought. They may be divided into three 
periods. In the first, at the end of March and beginning of 
April, the highest pressure lay over France and Germany, the 
lowest over Russia as far as the Ural Mountains. In the second 
period, the middle of April, the area of high pressure had 
moved over towards England, while the lowest pressure had 
extended to the centre of Germany. In the third period a flat 
area of lowest pressure situated over the Atlantic had driven 
the area of highest pressure once more towards central Europe.
Prof. Bornstein exhibited samples of the material used in the con
stmction of the recently-destroyed balloon " Humboldt." This 
balloon had become ignited, accompanied by a violent explosion, 
while being emptied, without any definitely ascertainable cause. 
The sreaker demonstrated how readily the outer surface of the 
material could be electrified by friction, and sugg-ested that 
electricity had thus been generated, and had, as a spark-discharge, 
ignited the gas as it escaped. This source of danger could 
probably be removed by placing a few long metallic wires round 
the valve. 
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