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as much as food for the body. Now, I am sure I can safely 
assert that, in the investigation and discovery of the secrets and 
mysteries of the heavens, the human intellect finds most invi­
gorating exercise, and most nourishing and growth-making 
aliment. What other scientific facts and conceptions are more 
effective in producing a modest, sober, truthful, and ennobling 
estimate of man's just place in Nature, both of his puny insig­
nificance, regarded as a physical object, and his towering spirit, 
in some sense comprehending. the universe itself, and so akin to 
the divine? 

A nation bound to the dust, and near to starving, needs first, 
most certainly, the trades and occupations that will feed and 
clothe it. When bodily comfort has t·een achieved, then higher 
needs and wants appear; and then science, for truth's own sake, 
comes to be lov. d and honoured along with poetry and art, 
leading men into a larger, higher, and nobler life. 
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