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ture next to language being the tape-like flattening of their h_air 
noticeable in an ordinary lens. The paper was accompamed 
with a comprehensive exhibition of Papuan weapons, works of 
art utensils and articles of dress, which will remain at the In
stitute tiII their next meeting, April 25, when the discussion, in 
which Col. Fox, Lieut. Armit, RN., Mr. Fra.nks, Mr. Hyde 
Clarke, the Rev. A. H. Sayce, and others took part, will be 
continued.-Mr. Brabrook, the Director, then read a paper by 
Mr. B. Walker entitled "Religion, Politics, and Commerce of 
Old Calabar," which contained an account of the singular insti
tution of Egbo, the principal object of which is to secure mutual 
protection amongst the freemen. Admission to the vari?us 
grades, nine in number, is by purchase. As regards relig10n 
each district has a. separate hut subordinate divmity. Their 
commerce consists of palm oil, ebony, ivory, and barwood. The 
inhabitants appear to be advancing in civilisation. 

Entomological Society, April 5.-Prof. Westwood, president, 
in the chair.-Mes,rs. T. W. Douglas, E. C. Rye, G. Lewis,C. Fenn, 
J. Dunning Kay, and W. C. Copperthwaite were elected Ordinary 
Members; and Mr. B. A. Bower, jun., was elected a Subscriber. 
-Mr. F. Bond exhibited a specimen of Xylina lambda taken 
near Erith in September last by Mr. W. Marshall, being the 
fifth instance of its· having been taken in Britain. He also exhi
bited Ebulea stachydalis, taken by himself at Kingsbury, Middle
sex, in June 1862.-Mr. Champion exhibited specimens of /Egia!ia 
rufa, taken by Mr. Sidebotham near Southport, and he brought 
examples of Psammodius su!eicoll,s for distribution.-The Presi
dent made some observations respecting the habits of the common 
gnat, in continuation of his remarks at the meeting of Nov. 4, 
1872. Large numbers of females had again appeared in his 
house at Oxford, not a single male having been observed, and 
he believed th~y had hibernated in the house, appearing the first 
warm days of spring. He also remarked that Dr. Leconte:S 
valuable collection of Coleoptern had been presented to the Um
versity of Cambridge, Mass.-Sir Sidney S. S~unders exhibited 
hving specimens of Stylops Kirbii taken by hunself at Hamp
stead; altogether he had found ei:;hteen males. Jl1r. Enock 
also exhibited a row of eleven males taken on the wmg a.t the 
same place and about the same time.-The l:Zev. A. E. Eaton 
stated that he was preparing a supplement to his monograph of 
the Epkemeridr:e ( 7hins. Ent. Soc., 1871), chiefly from materials 
in the collections of Mr. McLachlan and i\Ir. Albarda, and that 
he would be glad of any assistance that could be given him by 
entomologists possessing insects belonging to that group. It 
appeared that the deficiency in legs in Cmnpsurus and _some of 
its allies was due to their being shed with the pupa skm when 
the insect obtains well-developed wings, and that in some forms 
all the legs were thns cast off by the female.-Mr. Smith made 
remarks 011 the distribution of some genera of Hymenopterous 
insects from New Zealand, of which a collection had been placed 
in his hands by Mr. C. M. Wakefield; and was followed by 
Mr. McLachlan, who remarked on the gradual extinction of the 
endemic fauna of New Zealand, although introduced forms throve 
wonderfully.-The Rev. R. P. Murray stated that he was pre
paring a list of the species of J apar:iese butterfltes, ~nd _rhat he 
would be grateful to any entomolog•st who could a,sist him with 
the loan of specimens. -Mr. McLachlan exhibited a series of 
A nomalopteryx Chauviniana, Stein., from Silesia, given to him 
by tbe discoverer of the species, Fraulein Marie von Chauvin, 
of Freiburg. This singular Tric:hopterous insect pertained to the 
family Limnophilidcc, and was remarkable for the lanceolate 
anterior and abbreviated posterior wings of the male; those of 
the fem~le being normal, excepting that the posterior wings were 
smaller than usual. Also apterous females of Acentropus niveus 
received from Mr. Ritsema, of Leyden ; and a microscopic slide 
with a full-grown female example of Pl,yl!vxera. vastatrix of the 
root form. This he had recently obtamed, with many others, 
from a vinery near London, which was terribly infested with the 
insect. 

. Meteorological Society, April 19.-Mr. H. S. Eaton, 
president, in the chair.-T. H. G. Berrey, Assoc. Inst. C.E., 
H. G. Bolan, J. Bravender, J. Holden, G. A. Hutchins, F. 
Jackson, J. L. Johnson, B. Latham, A. G. McBeath, W. R. 
Maguire, A. S. Moss, C. Pink, J. R. Rogers, E. Toller, S. 
Tomlinson, vV. A. Mc I. Yalon, H. Walker, W. E. Woolley, 
were elected Fellows of the Society. The following papers were 
then read :-Velocity of the wind at Liverpool, tabulation of 
anemometric records, by W. W. Rundell ; on the aspiration of 
the dry and wet bulb then11e,meter,, by Samuel H. Miller, 

F.R.A.S.; on the storm which passed over the south of 
England on March 12, 1876, by Robert H. Scott, F.R.S.-The 
members of the Permanent Committee of the Vienna MeteorG
logical Congress were present and took part in the discussion. 

Victoria (Philosophical) Institute, April 3.-Mr. Howard, 
F. RS., read a paper on the history of Egypt in connection with 
the Bible. 

ROME 
R. Academia dei Lincei, Dec. 5, 1875.-M. Moriggia com

municated the results of experiments on the natural poisons of 
the body, bile and amygdaline.-M. Volpicelli gave a short 
necrological memoir of Wheatstone. -

Jan. 2.-M. Volpicelli described the constrnction, properties, 
and applications of a constant inductor.-M. Sella gave the 
composition of various salt springs in Italy.-M. Capellini pre
sented a paper on Tuscan fossil whales.-M. Castaldi communi
cated a note on fossils from the dolomitic limestone of Monte 
Chaberton, studied by M. Michelotti. -M. Cossa described the 
periclasiferous predazzite of Monte Somma.-M. Canizzaro re
ported on a memoir by MM. de Negri on the purples of the 
ancients; also on a memoir by M. Paterno, on usnic acid and 
on two new principles accompanying it in zeora sordida ; also on 
one by M. Selmi, on toxicological chemical studies relating to 
atropine and its detection.-M. Struver communicated a memoir 
on the minerals of Lazio. 

BOOKS RECEIVED 
COLONIAL AND FOREIGN.-Verhandlungen der N.aturhistorischen Gesell. 

schaft filr N atur.und Heilkunde1 2 parts ( Bonn, Cohen and Sohn), - La 
Transfusione del San.eue, pel Dott Malachia de·Christoforis (Milan).-The 
Fungus Disease of India: T. R. Lewis, iVL B , and D. D. Cunningham, M.B, 
(calcutta).-The Soil and its Relation to Disease; Same Authors (Calcutta). 
-Kurze's Chemisches Handwtirterbuch: Dr. 0 Dam mer ( Berlin, R. Oppen
heim).-Check List of North American Ferns: J. Robinson (Salem, Mass,), 
-Freshwater Shell Mounds of the St. John's River (Florida, Jeffries Wyman 
Peabody Academy).-Nephrit und Jadeet: Heinrich Fischer (E. Koch: 
Stuttgart).-A.dolf Stider's H..i..nd-Atlas (Gotha, Justus Perthes).-List of 
Hemiptera of the Missis~ippi: P. R. Uhler.-Algebra for Beginners: Prof, 
James Loudon ( l'oronto, Copp, Clark and Co.)-Le Positivisme: Andre 
P. Gernier Baillit!re. - Annual Report of the Smithsonian Institution 
(Washington, U.S A.)-The Vertebrata uf the Cretaceous Formations of the 
West: E D. Cope (Washington, US.A. -Daily Bulletins of Weather Re
ports for March ,873 (Washington, U.S.A.) 

CONTENTS 
"~CIENTIFIC WORTHIES,'' VII.-SIR CHARLll:S WHl:,\TSTONE. By 

Prof. P. VoLPIC&LLI (J,Vi'th Steel Engravmg) 
THR PROGRESS Oi' THE LOAN .,__;oLLECTION • , 
GREKN's GEOLOGY . • • . • • • 
DnTMAk.·s CH&MICAl. ANALY.sr~. By R. M .. 
RICHARD~ON

1
S "DISEASES 01<' ItloDEl{N LU?Ji," 

Ou& Bame ::»HELF:-
Hinchliff's "Over the Sea and Far Away'' 
Some French Geometrical Works . • . • 

LHTTRRS TO THE EDIT• lR :--

" The Recent Origin of Ivlan ''-THE R&VIEWilR 

On the Formation of Coral Sand,-joHN .I\:IuNRO (J,Vtilt. ilf~tsira~ 
tion) . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Floating Radiometers.-C. M. INGLE.DY • . • , . . . .. • 
Preece and Sivewright's "Telegraphy."-]. S1vEw1nGHT , .. 

On the Nature of Musical Pipes naving a Propulsive Mode of 
Action--HERMANN Sr,HTW: • . , • 

Solar Halo.-] AMES HEELIS • • • • . . • 
Safety Matches.-b ... RANCIS ]ONES. . • • , . 
"The A~h Seed Screw."-Dr. W11L McLAURIK. 

O1JR ASTRONOMICAL COLUMN :-
The Rotation of Venus . . . • . . . . . 
Minor Planets . . . . . . . . • , . . . . • . . . . 

HUNTR:RIAN LECTURES ON THE RELATION OF EXTINCT TO EXJSTING 
MAMMALIA, VII!. By Prof. FLOWER, F.R.S ....... , . 

PROF. HUXLEY'S LECTURES ON THE EVJDENCE AS TO THE ORIGIN OF 
EXISTJNG VERTEBRATE ANIMALS . . • , , • , , • , 

THE UNEQUAL DISTRinUTION OF RARE PLANTS IN THE ALPS. By 
T. D. . • . . . . • . . • • • . . . . . . . .. 

D&EP·SEA TELEGRAPH CABLES: How THEY ARE TESTED (Witk 
/Ltu.stratlon). . . . • . . . • . . • . . . . . . . , . 

THE CLIMATIC CHARACTERISTICS OF WINDS AS DJi!"ENDENT ON 
THEIR ORIGIN • • • • . • • . • • • • , , • • • • 

ScrnNCE rN GERMANY. By S. W. (Witlt fll,,stration) . . . . . 
THE EARLY HISTORY OF MAGNETISflI. By. K. . . . . 
THE POTATO DISEASE. By WORTHINGTON G. SMITH (J-Vitli Illus-

trations) • • • . • • • • . . • 
SctENCE IN LEEDS . • • • • 
THE LATE SIR WJLLI.A.M WILDE. . • • 
MIDDLE~CLASS EDUCATION IN HOLLAND 

NoTRS. • •••• 
SCIENTIFI~ SERIALS • • • 
SnCTRTntS AND ACADRMIRS 
BOOKS RECEIVED • , • • 

5or 
503 
505 
507 
5..18 

510 

.'-"ro 
sa 
SH 

516 


	BOOKS RECEIVED

