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of Berosus (the Biblical Noah), is the Accadian Susru or Na 
( Anu). Like the traditions, a large proportion of the words in 
the Semitic hnguages which express the objects of civili~ed life 
are borrowed from the Accadian-the ordinary terms for ''city," 
"weighing," "measures," "ciphers," &c., co1ne from this 
source. Vve are thus enabled to gauge the primitive civilisa
tion of the Semitic nomads, and to determine that their home 
had no great rivers or mountains, like the deserts of Northern 
Arabia. 

PARIS 

Academy of Sciences, April r.-M. Serret presented a con
tinuation of M. A. Mannheim's geometrical researches upon the 
contact of the third order of two surfaces.-A paper was read 
by M. C. Decharme on the spontaneous ascensional movement 
of liquids in capillary tubes. The author here stated as the re
sult of his experiments that each liquid po3sesses a proper ascen
sional velocity, which he proposes to call its" capillary velocity," 
and he indicated the peculiarities presented by certain liquids as 
regards the relation between this velocity and the length of the 
column, &c. An aqueous solution of hydrochlorate of ammonia 
has the greatest capillary velocity, and next to it chloride of 
lithium ; both these have a greater velocity than pure water.-A 
note by M. de la Rive on the theory of polar auroras was read ; 
the author maintains the atmosp'ieric nature of the phenomenon.
The second part of a paper by M. A. Crova on the phenomena of 
interference prodnced by parallel nets was read.-M. Faye gave 
a long account of an association recently founded in Italy under the 
title qf "Societa dei Spettroscopisti Italiana," and also presen.ted a 
memoir on the hypotbe;is of persistent winds on the sun.-In a 
second communication on the history of fermentation, M. E. 
Chevreul described in some detail the chemical labours of Stahl, 
and especially his theories of fermentation and combustion, 
which the author regarded as physical rather than chemical.
M. Joseph Boussingault pre,ented a note on sorbite, a saccharine 
material allied to mannite, obtained from the juice of the berries 
of Sorbus aumparia.-A note was read by M. A. Clermont, on 
some metallic trichloracetate3, and M. Balard presented a note 
by M. E. Reboul on the identity of the brominated hydrobromate 
and hydriodate of propylene, with dihydrobromate and iodoby
drobromate of aUylene, and on the dihydrobromate of acetylene. 
--A note by M. Duval-Jouvc, on the anatomy of the dissepi

ments presented by the leaves of certain species of ')'zmcus, was 
communicated by M. Duchartre. 

April 8.--M. Serret presented a note by M. E. Combescure 
on a peculiar system of equations with partial differences ; and 
a paper entitled " Investigations upon substitutions," by M. C. 
Jordan, was read.-M. Le Verrier communicated two notes by 
M. Diamilla-Miiller, one on terrestrial magnetism, the other on 
th.e cosmical origin of auroras. In the latter he claimed priority 
in having put forward the notion of these phenomena being due 
to solar influences.-M. J. Silbermann read a continuation of his 
memoir on the laws of atmospheric tides; and M. C. Sainte
Claire Deville communicated a note by M. 0. Silvestri, giving 
a chemical and microscopic analysis of the sand-shower which 
fell in Sicily on March 9, IO, and r I in the present year. -M. 
Chevreul read a second note on the crystallisation of barytic 
salts, th~ acids of which originate from the miceration of dead 
bodies.-A memoir on the alteration of the sulphurous waters of 
Eau-Bonnes in contact with a limited atmosphere, by the late M. 
Louis Martin, was read.-M. H. Sainte-Clare Deville presented 
notes by M. A. Ditte on the apparent volatilisation of selenium 
and tellurium, and on the dissociation of their h ydrogenatecl 
compounds; by M. B. Renault, on the reducing properties of 
hydrogen and vapours of pho,phorus, and on their application 
to the reproduction of drawings.; by M. de Tom,nasi, on a com
pound ofbinoxicle of chrome anrl potassic dichromate, kalicbromic 
dichromate [ (CrO2) 3 (CrO3 )2 K.2 O] H 2O; and by M. L. Gran
cleau, on the function of the organic materials of the soil in the 
nutrition of plants.-M. Cab.ours presented a note by MM. S. 
Cloez and E. Guignet on the chemical composition of the 
Chinese green (lokrw).-An interesting note on the polymorphism 
of Afucor mucdo, by MM. P. Van Tieghem and G. Le Meunier, 
was communicated hy M. Decaisne.-M. A. Vulpian read a 
memoir on the alteration of the muscles produced under the in
fluence of traumatic or analogous lesions of the nerves, and on 
the trophical action of the nervous centres upon the muscular 
tissue; and M. Gauthier de Claubry presented some observa
tions on M. Champouillon's recent remarks as to the rapid 
d ·c ,,,q.,os:11011 of the bodies of alconofoe l subjects. He 
adduces facts which seem to show that the difference in the rate 

of putrefaction may be otherwise accounted for.-M. A. de 
Lapparent read a note on the elate of the elevation of the district 
of Bray. 
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