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paper, for not quoting Scripture as an authority, stated that 
it ,vas perhaps judicious, as it enabled him to refute Sir John 
Lubbock's statement on his own ground, though it seemed strange 
that the latter should prefer the authority of such as Herodotus, 
whose writings betrayed ignorance on several points, for instance, 
where he refuses to believe in snow existing in a land so hot 
that the inhabitants were black,-to the writings of Moses, 
which, as writings even, were of a much higher order. 

PARIS 

Academy of Sciences, March 25.-M. Serret presented a 
note by M. A. Mannheim,' containing geometrical investigations 
upon the contact of the third order of two surfaces.-General 
Morin read a memoir on the simultaneous employment of elec
trical induction apparatus and apparatus of deformation of solids, 
for the study of the laws of the movement of projectiles, and of 
the variation of pressures in the bore of guns.-A memoir was 
also read by M. V. Albenque, relating to the- theory of rifled 
artillery, and treating of the effects. of the resistance of the air 
upon a solid of revolution animated by a simultaneous movement 
of rotation .-M. Phillips presented a note by M. Bresse on the 
determination of brachistochrones.~A note from Father Secchi 
was read, giving an account of injury done at Alatri by lightning 
striking a lightning-conductor, and passing from it to large 
water pipes . ..:-A note by M. G. Volpicelli, on the use of the 
proof-plane in the invfstigatiori of electrical conditions, was read. 
-M. Wurtz communicated a , ·note by M. G. Salet, on the ab
sorption spectrum of the vapour of sulphur, in which the author 
claimed to be the first describer . of this spectrum, which was 
noticed by M. Gernez at the meeting of the Academy on March 
18. He stated that the most perceptible dark lines coincide with 
the luminous bands in the spectrum of sulphur in the flame of 
hydrogm.-A letter from M. Donati to M. Delaunay, on 
auroras and their cosmical origin, wa;; read. The author 
considers the.se phe·nomena to depend on an exchange of 
electricity between the sun and the planets.-M. Delaunay 
announced the discovery at Bilk by M. Luther on the night of 
March rs-r.6 of a new planet of the eleventh magnitude, The 
discoverer proposes to name it Peitho.-The miserable dispute as 
to the priority o{ the invention of the preservation_ of wines by 
heat was continued by MM. Vergnette-Lamotte, Pasteur, and 
Thenard.-M. '.Vnrtz presented a note on·a new class of com
pounds of dulcite with the hydracids by M. Bouchardat. These 
compounds are crystallisab!e, but rather unstable.-M. Fremy 
presented a note by M. Prinvault on the action of bromine upon 
protochlorid'e of phosphorus, by which he has obtained some 
curious and unexpected compounds.-A note by M. E. Jannetaz 
on a new type of idiocyclophanous crystals was presented by M. 
Delafosse.-M. C. Robin communicated a note by M. V. Feltz 
on the properties of the bones, in .which .the author stated that 
matters injected into the spongy tissues of the bones in the living 
subject are absorbed as rapidly as if they were introduced 
directly into the veins, from which he. in'erred that this spongy 
tissue is in direct connection with the veins, and must be regarded 
as forming a system of sinuses. -M. Champouillon, in a note 
presented by M. Larrey, stated that putrefaction is much. more 
rapid in the dead bodies of alcoholised subjects than in those of 
compar,,.lively sober individuals.-,-M. C. Robin presented a note 
by MM. Legros and Onimus containing an account of some ex
periments on spontaneous generation, in which the authors de
scribe the production of fermentation within an egg penetrated 
with sugar by endosmotic action, and afterwards immersed in a 
fermenting solution of sugar."-A note by M. A. Gris containing 
general considerations upon the structure of the bark in the 
Ericine.e was communicated by M. Brongniart.~M. A. Baudri
mont read a paper on the . existence of mineral matter in plants, 
which contains some interesting results as to the amount of solid 
matter in fleshy plants.-M. Rouli.n presented a .note by M. 
Triana on the· Gonolobus cundurango, a South American plant, 
reputed to furnish a remedy for cancer.-A paper by M. L. 
Vaillant on the fossil Crocodiles of Saint-Gerand-le-Puy was 
communicated by M. Milne-Edwards. The author described 
three species, two belonging to the subgenus Dij!1Jcyn1Jd1Jn·(D. 
Rate/Ii Pomel, andD. gracilisn. sp.), and a true Crocodile allied 
to the African species ( Cr1Jc. ,eduinus n. sp.) 
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