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NATURE 

Mr. A. J. Ellis, F.R.S., communicated a question which had 
been forwarded to him by Prof. Haldeman, of Columbia, Penn
sylvania, ·u.s.,. "The number of lines in a rhymed stanza 
being given, how many variations of rhyme-distribution does 
it admit. of, suppose no line to be left without a rhyme?" 

Victoria Institute, March 18,-:-Mr. Charles Brooke, F. RS., 
in the chair.--Dr. Bateman on "Darwinism tested by recent 
Researches as to the Localisation of the Faculty of Speech." 
Having called attention to Mr. Darwin's statement, that the 
difference between man and the higher animals was only one of 
degree, and not of kind; he proceeded to .. show that such 
could not be the fact, and instanced the faculty of arti,;;ulate hm
guage, a distinctive attribute of which there was no thee in · the 
ape or other animals. After defining articulate langimge, he de
monstrated that it was exclusively man's preroga!iy~,- and there 
was no analogy between it and the forms of expres§ifm. common 
to the lower animals. He then stated that it had been thought 
that a particufarpartofthe brain was the seat oflanguage, and, if_it 
were so, the Da_rwinian might contend that, .as.there was a certam 
similarity between the brain of man and of the ape'•and other 
animals, that they had the germs of the faculty. · He then cited 
many cases which had been brought under the notice of German, 
French; American, English, and_ other surgeons, to show that 
even where various portions of the brain had been ' injured or 
destroyed; the faculty of speech remained. He concluded by 
stating that the faculty. of .articulate speech seemed to be an 
attribute, the comprehension of which was at present )-,eyond us. 

GLASGOW 

Geological Society, February 8.-Sir William . Thomson, 
LL. D., was elected president;_ Messrs. E. A. Wiit{sch, John 
Young, and James Thomson, F. G. S., vice-presidents,-Professor 
Young, the retiring president, . delivered an a<;l_dress on " Rock 
Formations in relation_ to Geological Time." He concluded by 
expressing the pleasure he felt in resigning the chair to one so 
eminent in the walks of science as Sir William Thomson, whose 
contributions to theoretical geology had been of the utmost im
portance.-The President, in taking the chair, briefly. thanked 
the members· for the honour they had conferred up,_;q him, and 
hoped he might be of some service to them in. the prosecution 
of geological inquiry. 
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-Quarterly Weather Report of the Meteorological Office, July-Sept ,87 -Annua~ Report of the Geologists' Association, 1871,-Modern Scienc'e an°d_ 
the Bible; their- Positive and Direct Antagonism.-Th~ Study of Econom· 
Botany: Jas. Collins.-Lord Derby on the United Kingdom Alliance IC 

Statistics of the Liquor Traffic:_ Rev. D. Burns.-19th Report of the Exe~; 
tive Committee, of the United Kingd~m Alliance.-The Deviation of th; 
Compass in- Iron Ship$: W. H. Rosser.-Proceedings of t·he. Geologists• 
Association.-Report of t_he Committee on Ships of War.--Report.ofthe c.,. 5 .. 
of H. M.S. Meg-q,ra.-Journal of th1; Iron and Steel Institute, lebruary~...:: 
Catalogue of M1crosc'?p_1cal fr~J?arat10ns of theQuekt-tt ¥icros.copical ·club. 
-On the Mechamcal 1mposs1b1hty of the Descent o_f Glaciers by their Weight 
only: __ Cano!l Moseley:-French Farmers' Seed Fi.tnd Reports.-Eastbou_rne 
Natural- History Society Report.-Journal of the Royal Dublin Society 
No. 40. -Quarterly Journal of the Metcorolo_gical Society. ' 

AMERICAN & CoLO~IAL-~Hinrichs' ~chool Lab?rato,Y of Physical Science, 
Nos. :,and 4.-Expcnmental Steam Boiler Explosions: Prof Thurston.--Ob· 
servations _on Er:cke's Coi:net; Prof. C. A Young.--The ~hcenix_, forJanuary, 
1872,-:Snuthsoman Con_tr1but1ons to K?owledge; Convergmgsenes exp~e'ssing 
the ratio between the_-d1amater and circumference of·a circle·: W. Ferrel.~ 
7th Annual Catalogue _of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology,.:..Tbc 
Lens, No. r.-Proceedmgs of the American Philosophical Society July-Dec 
z87r.-Lecture on Water: C, F. Cbandler.-Inaugural Lecture 'of the De: 
partment of. P~ctical Science in, M'Gill University: G. ·F. Ar-msttong.~ 
Lectures delivered at the Industrial and Technical Museum at Melbourne, 
during the Autumn Session of 1871. · 

FmmI9-N.-¥eri~ht d~r Kaiserliche Aka~emie der Wissenschaftenzu Wien. 
-Bullettn d7 1 Academ.1e Imperiale des Sciences de St: Petersbourg.-Karte 
der 4,-lpen _m .g ko!on~ten _B_1attern _: Mayr u Berghaus.-Die Centralen 
Ortler-Alpen ; nebst emem Anhange zu der Adamello-Presanella-Alpen , 
J. Payer. · 
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and off, the Pearl Rock: Commander R. H. Boyle, R. N, · ' 
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the Descent of the Esquimaux: Dr. Rink. 
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Robert M~He!, ft. R .S. -Notes on A_tolis or Lagoon Isla_nd, : 'S. J. WhitnelL 
On the Giac!al Phenomena of the Yorkshire Uphnds: J. R. Dakyn.
Modern Glacial Action in Canada: Rev. W. Bleasdell, M.A. 

SoCIETY OF ARTS,· at 8. 

THURSDAY, APRIL II, 

Rov AL SocIETY, at 8 30. 
SOCIETY OF ANTJQUARUts, ·at 8.30. 
RoYAL INSTITUTION, at 3.-Ueat and Lii:ht: Dr. Tvndall. 
M~TH.~MA.'tICA.L-Soc1ETV~ at 8.-0n the-Mechanical Description of certain 

Sexttc Curw.s: Prof. Cayley, V.P., F.R.S. 

PAGK 
THE; FOUNDATION OF ZooLOGICAL STATIONS. II.-The Aquarium at 
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Natural History Society, March 6.-ProfessorE. Perceval 
Wright, president, in the chair -The P,esident delivcr,0 d his 
inaugural address. . He gave an interesting account of th.e history 
of .the society from its commencement in 1838, when their m<1et, 
ings were held in S11ffolk Street, and the opening address delivered 
by Mr. O' B. Bellingham. "There were then 104 members, and in 
1840 the number had increased to 150. In i844 the m11seum so 
increas_ed that Mr. M 'Coy was appointed ·curator, ari4.Jie in 1845 
laid a catalogue of the Irish animals in the tirnseum before the 
society. This catalogue was printed and appended to the report 
for -184 5..:46. During these years .many record·s of species new to 
Ireland were made. Very many valuable and inte°J::esting papers 
on zoological subjects were read. Many of these are to be found 
in full in the Annals and Magazine of Natural Hislory. It is 
strange in looking over some of these to . be. rerriinded how 
great has been the development of sortie branches of.natural sci
ence since they were written. Friends of many of us here-friends 
still living-many of them by no means yet full of days, yet 
wrote before the developmental. st~ges of. the cru~\acea were 
known, and could write of Spongillaas undoubtedly allied to the 
Diatomacere. About 1851 a few students in college, including 
myself, determined to form the University Natural S_c,iencie Asso
ciation, which is now amalgamated with th.e present .society. 
Ere ceasing to speak of the College Society, let me pay'.« passing 
tribute to the memory of those who were our strong support, and 
who freely and generously held out to us that helping hand, and 
who have now left us for ever-Robert Ball; W .. H. Harvey, A, 
H. Haliday, and A .. Furlong ; nor would it be seemly to forget 
all the encouragement and assistance. given to us byitlYe authori
ties of the College and the Regius Professor of Physic, or the 
loss we sustained when Allman, our Professor, counsellor, and 
friend was, by a hard fate, moved to succeed Forbes in Edinburgh." 
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