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Rev. O. P. Cambridge was read, "On the Spiders of Pales· 
tine and Syria," in which was given a general list of the Arane
idea of those countries, together with descriptions of numerous 
new species, and the characters of two new genera. - A 
communication was read from Dr. John Anderson, con
taining descriptions of some Persian, _Himalayan, and other 
reptiles either new or little known to science. A second paper 
by Dr. 'Anderson contained some further rem.arks on the external 
characters of the new Burmese macaque, wluch he had rece1;tly 
described under the name flfacacus brunneus.-A commumca
tion was read from Count Thomaso Salvadori, containing 
a note on a specimen of Lidth's jay ( Garrulus lidthii), in 
the collectian of the King of Italy, which had originally been 
received alive from Japan. Mr. D. G. Elliot read a note 
on a Cat described by Dr. Gray in the Proceedings of the 
Zoological Society for 1867, as Felis pardinoides from India, 
which Mr. Elliot considered to be identical with Felis Geqffroyii 
of S. America. · 

MANCHESTER 

Literary and Philosophical Society, February 6.-E. W. 
Binney, F. R .S., president, in the chair. Dr. Joule, F .R. S., 
called attention to the very extraordinary magnetic disturbances 
on the afternoon of the 4th instant, and from which he anticipated 
the aurora which afterwards took place. The horizontally sus· 
pended needle was pretty steady in the forenoon of that day, but 
about 4 P.M. the north end was deflected strongly to the east of 
the magnetic meridian, and afterwards still more strongly to the 
west. The following were the observations made :-

Deflection from the Deflection from the 
Magnetic Meridian. Magnetic Meridian. 
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Mr. Sidebotham states that he also expected the magnificent 
aurora on account of the violent disturbance of the needle at 
Bowdon, amounting to at least 3°. Observation with the spec
troscope by Dr. Joule showed a bright and almost colourless line 
near the yellow part of the spectrum. This line appeared in 
whatever part of the heavens the instrument was directed, and 
could be plainly seen when the sky was covered with clouds and 
rain was falling. When looking at the most brilliant red light of 
the aurora a faint red light was seen' at the red end of the spec
trum, and beyond the bright white line, towards the violet end, 
two br-0ad bands of faint white light. Mr. Thomas Harrison 
st~ted that he sawtheauroraon last Sunday evening from 6h r5m 
t; u 9h 30m and took spectroscopic observations thereon from 
various parts of the sky. In each case, however, he discovered 
only one bright yellow line, situated between D and E, being on 
Kirchhoff's scale about 1255 to r260. He is not acquainted with 
any known substance that gives a corresponding line. The line 
throughout was very clear and decided, both in the narrow and 
wide slit; but he failed to discover any continuous spectrum. 
The line was also very perceptible by reflection from those parts 
of the sky in which no trace of aurora was visible ; and although 
the streaks were both red and white, the spectroscope appeared 
to give the aurora as a monochromatic light. 

KILKENNY 

Royal Historical and Archreological Association of 
Ireland, January 17.-The Mayor of Kilkenny in the chair. 
Rev. J. Graves (hon. sec./ read the report for 187r. The follow• 
ing members were elected :-Earl of Dunraven, Rev. \V. IL 
Fraser, L. Daniel, J. Lloyd, G, Rea.de, W. Irvine, J. Martin, 
W, J. Lemon, A. Gibb, A Menzies, F. Barton, and W, Moore; 
the Rev. Dean Watson and B. Delanny, were raised to Fellows. 
-" Historical Documents of 1644" were exhibited by the hon. 
6ec., one of which contained a key to the cipher used in the 
correspondence between Ormonde and the confederate leaders at 
the time. The following papers were read : '' On a recent dis
covery of Coins at Mullaboden, Eallymore Eustace, co. Kildare," 
by Rev. J. F. Shearman ; "On Kdkenny, pa,t and present," by P. 
Watters ; "On some Unrecorded Antiquities in Y ar-Connaught," 
by G. H. Kinahan; " On some Antiquities of Oak at Bellisle, 
co. Fermanagh," by W. F. Wakeman. 
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