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reserving for a future meeting the second part relating to the geo
graphical distribution of the order. 

Chemical Society, February 1.Dr. Frankland, F.R.S., 
president, in the chair.When the ordinary business of the 
Society had been transacted, a note " On the crystalline 
principle of Barbadoes aloes" was read by the author, Dr. W. 
A. Tilden, in which he described anew derivative of aloln. This 
is chloralo1n, which crystallises from boilingwater in yellow 
silky needles, bearing considerable resemblance to the corre
sponding bromime compound bromaloln.Dr. C.R. A. Wright 
then read an elaborate paper "On the relations between the 
atomic hypothesis and the condensed symbolic expression of 
chemical facts and changes known as dissected (structural) 
formulre," in the first part of which he showed the possibility of 
expressing chemical facts without reference to the atomic theory ; 
and in the second examined how far these facts could be accounted 
for by the atomic hypothesis. A long and very interesting dis
cussion ensued, in which some of the speakers advocated the 
employment of the atomic theory to a greater or less extent, as 
promoting the progress of chemical science, whilst others de
sired its abolition. 

PARIS 

Academy of Sciences, January 29.A note by M. J. 
Boussinesq on the integration of the equation with partial de
rivatives of the isostatic cylinders produced in a homogeneous 
and ductile solid, was presented by M. de SaintVenant.
M. A, Ledieu read a note containing objections to the marine 
gyroscope proposed by M. E. Dubois at the meeting of January 
22.M. J. A. Serret presented a memoir on the pendulum of 
Leon Foucault.M. Jamin presented a note by MM. A. Cornn 
and E. Mercadier on melodic musical intervals, confirmatory of 
their previous results.A note by M. J. Violle on the induction 
currents produced in the polar masses of Foucault's apparatus 
was read.M. Daubree presented a note by M. Peslin on the 
bands of the solar spectrum, in which the author indicates a very 
simple relation between the most important bands.M. Delaunay 
communicated a note by M. Fron on the prevision of certain 
earthquakes.A further note by Father Secchi, on the tempe
rature of the sun, was read, in which the author still maintains 
his opinion as to the enormous temperature of that body.A 
note by M. E. Liais on absolllte meridian observations in the low 
latitudes of the southern hemisphere was read, with especial re
ference to the observatory of Rio de Janeiro. Upon this paper 
MM. Le Verrier and Laugier made some remarks.M. S. 
Meunier communicated a paper on the methods which con
cur in demonstrating the stratigraphy of Meteorites.M. De
launay made some remarks upon the note presented to· 
th'.! last meeting of the Academy by M. Renou with regard to the 
Meteorological Manual of the Paris Observatory for 1872, and 
presented to the Academy the firstnumberof a monthly Meteoro
logical Bulletin published by the Observatory.M. P. Thenard 
presented some observations upon the preservation of wines by 
heating, in connection with a.recent note by M. Balard, He 
claimed the discovery of the action of heat upon wines for MM. 
Appert and de Verguette,M. Chevreul read a note upon the 
investigations upon dyeing carried out by M. Paul Havrez ; MM. 
MontefeoreLevi and Kunzel presented a reply to a claim of 
priority made by MM. de Ruolz and Fontenay with respect to the 
discovery of phosphorus· bronze and its employment in the 
manufacture of ordnance; M. Wurtz presented a note by M. L. 
C. Coppet on the supersaturation of the solution of chloride of 
sodium ; and M. C. Bernard communicated a note on the analysis 
of the gases of the blood by MM. A. Estor and C. SaintPierre. 
The lively discussion commenced two or three meetings ago on 
fermentation and heterogeny was reopened by a long paper on fer
mentations by M. E. Fremy, and continued by MM. Balard and 
Wurtz.M. C. Martins read an important paper on the normal 
position of the hand in man and in the vertebrate series. 
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