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in which he claims to have proved long ago that mercury gives 
off vapour, even below the lreezing point of water. Upon this 
paper M. Boussingault ma :e some rema,ks.-M, P.A. fa,;re 
presented a paper "On the Eiectncal Conductibility of Liquids 
without Electrolysis," in whicll he gives the det«ils of certain ex
periments which seem to show that liquids have a conductibility 
of their own.-M. S. Meunier read a note on the co-existence 
of two lithological types in the same fall of meteorites. The 
author stated that the specimens in the Museum at Paris, from the 
falls of Sigena in Spain, on November r7, r773, and of Trenzano 
in,Italy on November r2, r856, each includes two forms of rock, 
one, the Indian meteoric stone, described by Ma.skelyne under 
the name of bustite, the other identical with parnallite. He re
marked upon the singularity of this phenomenon, which, he think,, 
indicates that the stones which fell at Trenzano and Sigena were 
derived from the same deposits, and that bustite and parnallite 
have been stratigraphically related.-M, W. de Fonvielle pre
sented an_ explanation by means of the theory of fringes of the 
appearance of luminous halos observed during balloon ascents. 
-M. Berthelot communicated a farther series of thernio-chemical 
investigations upon the state of bodies in solutions, in which he 
discussed his researches upon the double decomposition of cer
tain metallic salts.-A note was read on an apparatus for measur
ing the temperature of alter,ations and detonations of explosive 
compounds by MM. L. Leygue and Champion. This apparatus 
consists of a bar of metal to be heated at one end, upon various 
parts of which the explosive compounds may be placed,-M, F. 
Pisani communicated an analysis of the amblygonite (montebra
site) of Montebras, showing that the only difference between 
this mineral and the amblygonite of Arnsdorf consists in its con
taining a little less soda.-M. A. Trecul read an important 
memoir on the origin of the lactic and alcoholic yeasts, upon 
which M. Pasteur made some remarks.-M. H. Sainte-Claire 
Deville presented a note by M. F. Cailletet on the origin of the 
carbon fixed by plants containing chlorophyll, which he regards 
as wholly derived from the carbonic acid of the atmosphere; 
and M. Bedard referred to memoirs presented by him in 1858 
on the influence of violet light upon vital phenomena. 
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