
© 1871 Nature Publishing Group

NATURE L .!vlay Ir, r 8 7 r 
------··--··---- ------- ------ ---··-- -------------------------

members.-Dr. Hector called attention to a live katipo or 
poisonous native spider, with nes t_ and young ones, _on the table, 
and read a short notice by Mr. Dmr;an, of \Vanganu1, of an extra
ordinary flight of beetles that passed over that di,trict in Decem
ber Jast.-A paper was then read by Mr. Trnvers from Mr. 
Shand, of the Chatham Islands, describing the different kinds 
of Mokihi or flax stalk canoes that the mtives used in former 
times, a model of one of which is in the Muscum.-Dr. Hector 
gave an interesting account of the reports he had received from 
more than thirty stations respecting t~e magnificent meteor :hat 
passe:l over New Zealand on the 1st instant, at 8.3.0 P.M., which, 
he stated, had a general course from about a point west of north 
through the zenith of Picton, over which place it passed at l_ess 
than thirty miles altitude above the surface of the earth, travellmg 
with an apparent velocity of 12 miles per second. Its form was 
that of a ball intensely luminous, of a reddish hue, with a long 
very brilliant tapering tail, the light of which resembled burning 
magnesium wire, but giving off red sparks. Tt completely 
eclipsed the light of the moon which was shining brightly. The 
area over w]1ich it had been seen has a length of 700 miles, and 
width of 300, from lat. 36° S., long. 122° E., to lat. 46° S., long. 
175° E. The apparent diameter of the head was 10', and the length 
of the tail tapering about 1° Some of the observations appear to 
indicate that its course must have descended towards the earth's 
surface, but this depends on mere estimates of angular altitude, 
which cannot be depended on. The prolonged detonation which 
followed the passage of the meteor does not appear to have been 
heard at all the stations, hut chiefly at those in the vicinity of 
Cook Strait, where the path of the meteor intersected New 
Zealand, all the observers in the North Island having seen it to 
the west, and those in the South Island to the east. When 
nearest to \Vel!ingto11 it must have been at a distance in a direct 
line of fifty-five miles, which agrees with the time, five minutes, 
which elapsed before the report was heard. This shows that the 
report did not proceed from the final bursting of the meteor, but 
proceeded from it at the time it was nearest to the observer. In
deed, from the length of the path in which the meteor was seen, 
its sudden disappearance, as if by bursting, must have been an 
optical illusion in the case of all the northerly observers. Mr. 
Marchant stated that he had witnessed another meteor, almost 
equal in brilliancy to the above, on the previous evening (27th 
inst.), passing from cast to west. Mr. Floyd of the Telegraph 
Department, stated that this meteor was reported at several 
stations in the North Island, and appeared to hal'e passed over 
Na pier on the east, to Patea on the west coast. I ls colour was 
hlue.-After some further discussion two important papers on 
the electromotive and conductive power of mineral sulphides, 
were read by Mr. Skey, in which he claims to have made some 
discoveries. 
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Academie des Sciences, April 21.-Eighleen members 
present. The sit ting was not devoid of interest, al though the comm u · 
nications were far from numerous. M. Egger, professor of Greek 
at the Sorbonne and member of the Academie des Belles Lettres, 
availed himself of the privilege granted to the members of dif
ferent academies. He read a very long dissertation on a papy
rns found in 1866, which gave a great deal of information on the 
state of ancient Egyptian civilisation. It related chiefly to the 
prices of different articles used in those times. The bursting of 
the shells and the thunder of French artillery was distinctly 
heard. It was an impressive _scene to see these learned men dis
cussing a civilisation which waJ swept from the earth so many 
centuries ago at a time when their own country wa.s threatened 
by ruin not l ess awful and perhaps more disgraceful. The 
Comptes Rendus of the 7th April hac! gone through the press as 
usu,l. Its most important article was a commu.1ication fr )ill 

Prof. Simon Ne,wcomb on the new method invented by him for 
discussing the inequalities of the moon's motion. Th-~ extract 
four pages in length, is an abstract from the original communi: 
cation, which was left by the American astronomer in the hands 
of the Committee instructed to report upon it. These Comptes 
J?endus are printed by Ga1~thier· Villars, prir_iter to the Academy, 
at a great expense, ~nd. w1t_h th_e greatest _difficulty. The conti
nuation of the pub1Jcat10n 1~ highly cn:d1table to that firm, of 
which the head, JVL Gautl11er-V1llars, 1s a former pupil of the 
Polytechnic School. To show how difli.cult the business must be 
to manage, we must say, moreover, that the publisher of the 
Connaissa11ce des T,mps for 1872 is stopped merely because it is 
impossible to find working men for the printing of the last fo~r 

1 sheets, which are ready to go thro1'.gh the pre,s. If things 
continue for some time, French navigators satling for distant 
Pacific Ocean expeditions will be obliged to resort to the 
Nautical Almanack. 
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THURSDAY, MAY 11 . 

ROYAL SocIETY, at 8.30.-Ao Experi mental Inquiry into the Constitution 
of Blood, aod the Nutrition of Mu ,cL1Jar Tissue: Dr. l\farcet, F.R.S.-On 
Non-Spontaneous Generation. On the Iolluence of Heat on Protoplasmic 
Life. On the .Pr<!paration of Nitrogen: Prof. Crace-Calvert, F. R.S. 

Socrn.TY OF At,.;Tt QUAlHES, at 8.30.-Sepulchra.{ Remains at Rouen: The 
Abbe Cochet, Hon. F.S.A.-Letter to Mr. Johu Stanhope, from Sir Geo. 
Duck: Earl Stanhope, President S.A.-Sir James Tyrrell cleared (A.n. 
,483) : Rev. W. H. Sewell. 

:M ATHEMATICAL SOCI ETY, at 8.-0n the Singularities of the Envelope of a 
notL-Unicursal Series of Curves: Prof. Hemici.-On the Resultant of a 
)arge number of Vibrations .of Irregular Phase, as applied to the Explana
tion of the Corona;;. : Hon. J. W. Strutt.-A Question in th: M.\thematical 
Theory of Vibrating Strings: \V. Spottiswoode, F.R.S -On the Problem 
of Finding the Circle which cuts Three given Circles at given angles 
(communicated by Prof. Cayley, F.R.S.): J. Griffiths, M.A, 

ROYAL INSTITUTION, a t 3.-0n Sound: Prof. Tyndall. 
LONDON INSTITUTI ON , at 7.30.-0n "Economic B:itany: P . .of. Bentley. 

FRIDAY, MAV I 2 , 

A STRONOMICAL Socnnv, at 8. 
QoEKETT MccROSCOP ICAL CLUB, at 8. 
R OYA i# !NSTlTUTJON, a t 9.-0n the Defence of the United Kingdom: Col. 

Jervo·s, l{.E. 

SATURDAY, MAY IJ, . 

ROYAL SrnooL OF MINES, at 8.-Geology: Dr. Cobbold. 
ROYAL INSTITUTION, at 3.-0n the Instruments Used ia Modern Astro

nomy: J. N. Lockyer, F. R.S. 

MONDAY, MAY 15. 

LON DON I NSTI TUTION, at 4.-0n Astronomy: R. A. Proctor, F. R AS. 
ANTHRoro1:,0~1c~L l NSTlTUTE,a1. 8.-0n Dream~, Symp:ithy, Presentiment, 

and 0n D1vmatton and Anabgous Phenomena among the Natives of .\ 'atal: 
Dr. H. Caliaway.-Notes on a Cairn at Khangaum and on a Kist. in 
Argyleshire: Dr. A. Campbell. ' 

TUESDAY, MAY 16. 
STATISTICAL SocrnTY, at 7 45.-0n the Influence of a High Bank Rate of 

Discount on Monetary Crises: R. H. Patterson. 
ZoOLC?GICA L SoCJ&T~,. at 9.-A Description of th~ A'.Iadreporaria dredged up 

dunng the Expedmon of H. 1\,1.S. Porcupine m 1869~70: Dr. P. Martin 
Duncan.-O_n Speke's Antelope and the allied species of the genus Tni
ge!aph.us_: Sir y. Brooke, Bart.-On a new Humming-bird, di:;cover~d by 
Mr. Whiteley, tn Peru: Mr. J. Gould. 

ROYAL INSTITUTION, at 3.-0n Force and Energy: Charles Brooke
1 

F. R.S. 

WEDNESDAV, MAY ,7. 
SoCTETY OF ARTS, at 8.-0n the Utilisation of Prisoa Labour: Captain E. 

F. Du Cane, R.E. 
ROYAL SocrETY OF LITERATURE, at 8.30. -0n Sh1kespeare's Birthday: 

C. M. Ingleby, LL.D. 

THURSDAY, MAv 18. 
RoYAL SocrKTV1 at 8.30. 
Socnnv OF ANTIQu.-..1uss, at 8.30. 
CHEMICAL- SoctETY, at 8. 
ROYAL INSTITUTION, at 3.-0n Sound: Prof. Tyndall. 
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ERRATur-.-1.-In vol. 1v. p. 201 2nd colurnn1 line 71 for "N. Hartog" 1ead 
,r ·M, Hartog.'' 
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