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increases with _the tel)lperature.-M. A. Trecul presented the 
sixth portion 9£ his me~oit Ori the . P?siti~n of. the trache';'! irt 
ferns in which he. descnbed the ramification of the petioles 
in v;rions plants of that group, including several species of 
4splenium Aspidium, and P//lypodiunz. - A_ note was read 
~n the o;gans and phenomena of fecundation in the genus 
Lemanea, by M. Sirodot. The . LemaneaJ, alth•:m_gh among 
the highest of the fresh-water Algae, were described by M. 
Rabenherst in 1868 as produ_cing "spores germinating without 
fecundation." The author described what he regards as anthe
ridia in two species . (L. catenata. and L. jluviatilis), and in
dicated the mode of fecundation as observed by him. - M. 
Ducharter communicated an abstract of two_ Greek papers by 
M. Koressios, in \\fhich the author expressed the opinion that 
the disease now ravaging the vines in France attacks them from 
the roots, arid recommended a certain mode of treatment.-M. 
Leymerie presented, throug~ M. Elie de Beaumont, some 
observations on the conclus1ons lately put forward by M. 
Magnan, with regard to the . lower cretaceous formation 
of the Pyrenees. l!e maintained that there. is no evidence of 
the existence of the Albian stage in the Pyrenee;, .and also 
objects to . the admission of the Muschelkalk as existirig in the 
Zechstein in the departments of the Tarn and Aveyron. The 
same author addressed _a note on the fragmentary state of the 
higher summits of the Pyrenees, in which he maintained that 
the broke11 state of the rocks forming these summits must be 
due to the effects of the force exerted during their elevation, 
and concluded therefrom that the summits of these and other 
mountains cannot have lost much of t11eir original heights by 
subaerial action. M. Elie de Beaumont made some remarks on 
the permanence of artificial earth works, as confirmatory of the 
author's views.-Papers on medical subjects were also read. 

I' HILAbEL~HlA 
Ameritf1:li_ .J'hi,osophical Society, February 4.:...::.Pliny E. 

Chase presented, tables of rainfall, and des~ribed them. , The 
most interestii1g deductions were, as fatas relat'ed to PhUadelphia, 
that the sprirlg at?,d su,mmer will b¢ alike, and the . autumn and 
winter alike; The tables are for 45 years up \6 date, froi:n 
observations at the Pennsylvania Hospital. Dr. Brinton made 
observations on the zealous an_d long~continued studies of the 
language of the CJ;ioctaw Indians, fuac:le by the missioliary,Mr. 
Byington, who died a year ago. Dr: Bri~ton has a list cif over 
75 works, i\1cluding the Bible, printed in Choctaw. Mr. Bying~ 
ton's Choctaw Gra_mmar has been revisedfour times, arid at his 
death he had progressed with his fifth revision. The l\iS. of 
this work \Y'9.S in Dr. Brinton's hands, ·and was presented l:o 
the Society t9r publication. , . . , _ . 

Fe~ru~ry, t8.~l'rpf. Cope read, paper ii:ititl~d, "F~~rth 
contnbuttol'I _ to th_e Fauna of th~ M10cene period 1n the Umte_d 
States." He exhibi~ed the periotic b01Jes cif a large whale froin 
the miocerie 6{:N" orth Carolina, which had been,piscovered by Prof. 
W. C. Ker,r, State G'eologist. l'he part o'f the skeleton found 
consisted of the left side of the cranium to the temporal fossa, 
mandible, and, many vertebrre, ribs, &c. It was found 30 feet 
below the surface ih the bank ·or a stream. . It represented a 
type near the _true BalaJnaJ, but partaking of the characters 
of the Bakcitop'tirre. One peculiarity was tlie eilormo'us thick
ening of the supraorbital process. of the frontal, which was I 7 
inches deep. . This individual was 17 inches deep. Vertebrre of 
two other individuals were found in other places, and a complete 
vertebral ccil\1n1n "of the same extended across a stream 20 miles 
distant fro111 K~rr's speci111en. Vertebrae taken from the last, 
referred it to the sa'me species. This specimen was 50 or 60 
feet long, and extended across the stream in such a way as to 
serve as ·ii, foot-crossirtg when the __ Water was very low. The 
species was nanied Mesoteras kerrianiis. Prof. Cope mentioned 
the discovery of the genus Sus for the first time in the United 
States, in the neighbourhood of Squankum, N.J. He said it 
agreed with the occurrence of the dugong noticed by himself 
and the , rhin6teros by Marsh i_n giving an ;Aslatic: character 
to that extinct Fauna._ The hog he. called Sus vagrans, :,,nd 
said it was a's large as the common S. screfq. He called atten· 
tion to the abunda'lfre of the spedes of lhe 'Pythonom.orplta in the 
United ~tat~s. and described two . new spei:ifs from Ne\v Jersey, 
viz., Mosakziiru:S .fulcititus and M. '/Jiirtlt,rlls, The first with 
round curtra _'ahd an 'additiorral rib on the asquadratum, the 
second with depressed ce~tra, and a quadra't'e bone more like 
th,at cif .M. dekayi than M. depressus. _ He 'said Ire knew . 27 
species of Mosasau1-oids. In the last work on the subject, only 
three species w'ere described. 
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_ '· , _ , _ _ , , , _THURSDAY, ~PRir,. 7• _ . . . . . . 
ROYA.L S9c~~TV:~ . . ~t $,.30.-9n .. ~upr~-anµu~l C~c;Ies of TeI,Dpe~ature jri 

. the Eartli's Surface cru_st: Pr.of. Piaizi SmyLh.-Researches in Animal 
Electricity : Dr. C. B. Radcliffe. · 

SOCIETY OF ANTIQUA.RIES, at 8.30. ; 
LINNEA~ S()C.IF.:!Y, ~t -.8.-0IJ. ne.w;species _ ... of Ann.~!i!is, &c. Di-. Balrd -

Oh Alga, frorri the North-Atlantic Ocean :_ :Or. Dickie. . _ , 
ROYAL INSTITUTION, a"t 3.-Chemistry 01 Vegetable Pr_och,cts ! Prof. Odling. 
CHEMICAL -Soc1ETY, at 8.-0h the Artalysi.$ of Deep-sea :Wa'ter: Dr. 

John l.:Juntet.-Qn the refraction ·equ~val~nts of the aromatic Hydro
c.ar.~o.n_s and their derivati\.'es: Dr. J. R, Gladstone.-On an acid 
Feed-water from the Coal-fields of Shellartori, N.S., :ind the results of 
itS use : Prof. H6w. 

LONDON INSTITUTION, at 7.30.-Geology: Dr. Cobbold. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 8. . _ , 
ROYAL INSTITUTION; ii>.t .8.-Pedigree oi'th~ Horse: Prof. Huidey. 
ROYAL ASTRoNOMitAt. Sod:ETY, at 8. 
QUEKETT MICROSCVPJCAL SOCIETY, at 8. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 9· . . 
ROYAL iN'STiTOTION, at 3.-The Sun: J . Normart Lockyer, F.R.S. 

J,fONDAY, APRIL II, 

Lo,:mpN INsTITUTIQN, at 4,,-,Chemistry: Pro£ Bloxam. 
Ro\l'AL GEoGRAl'H1cAL SociETV, at 8.30. 
ROYAL lNST1TutE OF BR1T1sH ARCHITE'ct's, at 8. 

TUESDAY, APRIL t2. 

Ei°HNOLOGI~AL S0~1s'I'vj at 8:-0il t_he Danish .~1eiiie~1ts -ill th_· e PQpuI~iion 
of CJeveland: Rev. C. Atkinson.-On the Ancient Tribal Sy.Stem of 

• Ireland : H. M. W estropp.-On the Brain ih the Study of Ethnology: 
Dr. D_onovan. · 

PH_OTO~RAPHIC SocJETY, at ~- . . . . . ; . 
lNSTiTUTipN. olf C1vlL ENGINRRRS, at ,8.-Dressine: 'of Lead Ores.

Maintenance and Renewal of Railway Rolling Stock: Mr; R; Price 
Williams. 

. WEDNESDAY, APRIL 13. 
ROYAL GE,OLOGICAL SocI~TY, ?-t _8.-;-0it .the F9s.sil Remains of M~mmals 

found in China: Prof. Owen, F.~-S., F_.G.S., &c. -,l."urther Dis
covery of "the Fossil Elephants Of Malta ·: Dr. A. A. C3ni"aha:. Com
municated by Dr. A. Leith Adanis, F.G.S, -Briefprelirriinary N"Oi:eS on 
a large Coal-measure Reptile from the Low Main Coal Shale : T. P. 
Bark~s, F.G.S. . .. 

RovAL Mrc·R.oscoP1cAL Sot1ETY~ 318. 

. THURSDAY, APRIL 14. 
MA"rHEM;~TICAL -SocJETV, at ,:s.-Qn ~he Mechanical Description of a 

Nodal_ Bicircular Quartic: Pro£ Cayley. 

BOOKS RECEIVED 
ENGLISH.-Birds of .Marlborough: E. F. Im Thurn (Marlbor6ugh; Per-

kins ; London,_ S,impkin and Marshall)., . . .. _ . . _. . , . . . 
FoREIGN.-Die Alterthilmer _Unser~r_ hCid~iS'th_en_ Vo~ic;it, VOIS, i_. ~,rtd ·ii_. 

(Mayence, V. V. Zabem).~ Journal fur Ornithologie, Jan. 1876,..:._0ril .V'ege
ta_tio11sforhold,~n_ e iied __ Sognefjorden: A_ . Bl}'.tt . . (Chn_'stiania; J .. Dah_ l)_.
L1chenes Dani'!', eller D~nm;u-ks. _Lav;er: J. I}. De,chD)ann Bral\th og E. 
Roiitru~ ttopenhageii, . !}ads). - Uridersogelser. over Chrispn,a.fJ\ii-dens 
Dybvahdsfa\ma : G. 0 . Sars (Christiania, Dahl) . .,-Zeitschrift fii~ Pata.siten
kµnde, V_ol. ii. .pt. i. {Jena, MaUke).-N·atul"Wissel:ishaftliche Reisen ifu nO:. 
pischen.,Amerika.: pr . ._'W'agner (Stuttgart, Co.tta).-A.rchivio per la ZooJogia 
l'Ai):lt?.tn.~3; e Ia -~i;:ii.o~q~ia, . Scri~s: ii. _vol .. i. (Tµrin, Loescher).~Rcisen im 
Archipel der Philij,pirien: Dr. Semper, ./Eolidien (Wiesbaden, Kreidel).
Through Williams and Norgate. 
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ERRA'I'A.-I_ri N-0. 21, page 539, _first. ·Coluom, lin~ 2.1: __ -.from bottoi:n :. for 
"t;·e1_1:~/' read :' P~sth."-113 No,. .22:, pag"e 5?7, firSt C:~Ju,~n, line 3 from 
bottom: for "Sir Sidney Smith," read' Mr. S1d"rtey Smith. 
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