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noticed the extraordinary fact that in the males of the 
North-American species of the genus. Nisoniades, these organs 
were asymmetrical. The asymmetry IS confined_ to t_he lower 
lateral plates, which are unusually clevel~ped lll this genus, 
and shows itself in the diverse length ot the lower process 
and. ;11 the size, and the entireness or the excision of the lateral 
fla p. The only species in the . genus, _as generally accepted, 
which does not come under tlus rule, 1s N. Catullus, but the 
stru ctural features of all the appendages of the body of this 
species show that it is wrongly placed in t_his relation. M~. 
Scudder also stated that the butterfly described by Dr. Hams 
in his State Report as Eudamus Batl,yllus,-a name invariably 
accepted by subsequent writers-w"s not t~e species originally 
described and figured by Abbot and Smith under the same 
specific name; he therefore proposed to call Harris's species 
Eudanzus Pylades. Mr. Sprague referred to an instance related 
by a friend not versed in entomology, where "flies" were seen, 
throu«h a hole in the ice in midwinter, to ascend in large num
bers f~om the bottom of a stream to the surface and take flight. 
Mr. B. P. Mann stated that he had taken a specimen of Carabzes 
Chamissonis Fisch., in Labrador. Mr. F. G. Samborn remarked 
that he had taken ten or twelve specimens of the same species in 
August, on the sides of Mount Washington, N. H., at a height 
of from four to five thousand feet above the sea. He also re
ported the capture in Andover, Mass., on Christmas Day, 1869, 
of Capnia and Tteniopteryx, moving actively upon the ice; of 
several Staphylinida: of the genera Latlwbium, Stenus, Philonthus 
and Lit!wcharis, together with Photinus corrusczes and larvre of 
Te!ephorus, and some undetermined Cole~pterous and Geometri
deous larvre, also a species of Salda (Hemipterous), and of 
Diptera, Hydrophorus pirata Loew, and Sepsis sp., which were 
struggling in water of about one-eighth inch in depth, covering 
the surface of the ice in meadows. A great number of Arachnida:, 
mostly of small size, were noticed under the same circumstances, 
and appeared to represent many Species. He was in pursuit of 
the aberrant forms, Bonus and Chionea, b1.1t several hours of 
careful search failed to reveal any specimens of either. 

PARIS 

Academy of Sciences, March 21.-The following papers 
relating to various departments of physics were read : A note 
on the variations of the calorific capacity of water towards the 
maximum of density, by M. Hirn ;, on the angle of adjustment 
of a liquid with a solid wall, by M. Mou tier; a description of a 
vertical galvanometer with a balance, suitable for use before 
large audiences, by M. Bourbouze.-The chemical papers were 
rather ·numerous, and included a note on the analysis and uses of 
the rock known in the Ardemies under the name of gaize, or 
pierre-morte, by MM. H . Sainte-Claire Deville and J. Desnoye1·s, 
upon which M. Elie de Beaumont made some remarks.-A note 
by M. Descloiseaux upon some crystallised derivatives of the 
coal hydrocarbons ; a memoir on the action of sulphuret of 
carbon and carburetted gases upon wood charcoal, by M. Sidot; 
a note on cobalt and manganese and their alloys with copper, by 
M. A. Valenciennes; a note on a new method of preparing 
hydrobromic acid, by MM. Champion and Pellet; a note on 
the properties of iodic acid, by M. A. Ditte ; one on the 
hydrogenated derivatives of sulphuret of carbon, by M.A. Girard; 
a note on the vitality of beer,yeast, by M. Melsens ; an 
important note by M. J. Raulin on the chemical con
ditions of the life of the lower organisms ; a paper on 
tribromhydrin, by M. L. Henry; and a note on the 
isomeric xylenes and cumenes in the coal-oils, by M. Rommier. 
-M. Rosenstiehl also presented a paper on the nature of the 
motor force which produces the phenomena of endosmose; 
and M. E. Martin an electro-chemical investigation of ozone.

. M. Blanqui forwarded a letter describing an instrument for 
solving spherical triangles without the aid of tables of logarithms; 
and M. Bowen a continuation of his communication relating to 
the distance of the sun, of which the titles only are given.-M. 
Chasles made known a theorem relating to the theory of surfaces 
which had -been communicated to him by Mr. Spottiswoode.
M. Coumbary's notice of the fall of an aerolite in Barbary 
(given in our last number) was communicated by M. Le Verrier, 
who also presented some ob.ervations on storms in Norway 
during the year 1869, by M. Mohn of Christiania.-With the 
exception of a few medical miscellaneous no_tes, three botanical 
papers complete the list of communications at this meeting: these 
were the CO!ltinuations of M. Trecnl's and M. Chatin's valuable 
researches upon the trache.e of ferns, and the causes of the 

dehiscence of anthers (the latter completed) and a notice of a 
remarkable case of subdivision of the top ~f a palm-tree, by 
M. Ramon de la Sagra. 
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THURSDAY, MARCH 31. 
RoYAL SocIETY, at 8.30.-0n the relation between the Sun's Altitude and 

the chemical intensity of total daylight in a cloudless sky: ProF. Roscoe 
and Dr. Thorpe. -On the acids contained in Crab-oil: Mr. W. J. 
Wonfor. 

Soc!ETY OF ANTIQtlARIES, at 8.30.-On the Crypt of the Chapter-house at 
Westminster: H. Harrod, F.S.A. 

RoYAL INsTITU"!'toN, at 3.-:-Chemistry of Vegetable Products: Prof. Odling. 
LONDON INSTITUTION, at 7. 30.-Geology : Dr. Cobbold. 

FRIDAY, APRIL I. 

RoYAL lNsTITUTION, at 8.-Artificial Alizarine: Prof, Roscoe. 
ARCH1Ec'.>LOG1CA1. lNSTITtii'ION, at 4. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 2. 

RoVAL INSTITUTION, at 3.-The Sun: J. Norman Lockyer, F.R.S. 
MONDAY, APRIL 4· 

LoNDON INSTITUTION, at 4.-Chemistry: Prof. B1oxam. 
RoYAL lNSTITUTlON, at 2.-Gcneral Monthly Meeting. 
ENTO?.,tOLoGICAL SOCIETY, at 7, 
MnoicAL SOlii!TY, at 8. 
RovAL AsrATrc SocrETv, at 4. 
VJ CTORIA I NST ITUTE, at 8.-0n Comparative Psychology: E. J. Morshead. 

TUESDAY, APRIL 5. 
ANTHRoPOLoGtcAL SocrETv, at 8.-PhaBic Worship: II. M. Westropp: 

-The Influence of the Phallic Idea in the Religion of Antiquity : C. 
Staniland Wake. 

RoYAL INSTITUTION, at 3.-Nervous System: Prof. Rolleston, M.D.,F.R.S. 
lNsTiTUT?ON OF CIVIL ENGINEERS, at 8. -Discussion on St. Pancras 

Statbn.-On the Dressing of Lead Ore : Thomas SOpwith; jun., 
Memb. Inst. C.E. 

WEDNESDAY, AP.!<IL 6. 
Socnnv OF ARTS, at 8. 

THURSDAY, APRiL 7. ' 
RoYAL INSTITUTION, at 3.-Chemistry: Prof. Odling. 
CHEMICAL Soc1ETY, at 8.-Un the Analysis of Deep"'Sea Water: Dr. 

John Hunter.-On the refraction equivalents of the aromatic Hydro
carbons and their derivatives: Dr. J. H. Gladstone.---:-On an ~cid 
Feed-water from the Coal-fields of Shellarton, N .S., and the results of 
its use : Prof. How. 

L1NNEAN SocutTY, at 8.-0n new species of Annelids, &c. : Dr, Baird.
On Alga, from the North-Atlantic Ocean : Dr. Dickie. 

BOOKS RECEIVEb 
_EN!"LISH.-A Poor Man's Photography at the- Grc_at Pyramid : . Prof. 

P1a2Zt Smyth (H. Greenwood).-The Week of Creation: G. Wanngton 
(Macmillans).-The Philosophy of the Bath : D. Dunlop (Dublin, Moffat). 
-The Fuel of the Sun: W. Mattieu Williams (Simpkin, Marshall, and Co). 

FoRE!:IGN.-Gruridziige de,r l\.1odernen Chemie i Dr. Eugen Zell, Organische 
Chemie (Berlin, H:erschwa1d).-Grundriss der Physik und i\1eteorologie : Dr. J. Mtilter (Brunswick, Viewe~).-L1 Annee Geographique; rCvue annuelle: 
M. Vivien de Saint-Martin (Paris; Hachette).-Reden und Abhandlungen 
ilber Gegenstlinde der Himmelskunde : Dr. J. H. von Madler (Berlin, Oppen
heim).-Jahresbericht iiber die Fortschritte der Chemie : Adolph Strecker} 
filr 1868, ztes Heft {Giessen, Ricker). -Charles Darwin und Alfred Russel 
Wallace: Dr. A. B. 'Meyer (Erlangen, Befotd).-Die Stellung des Menschen 
in der Natur; 2te Liefenmg Wer sind ~vir.: Dr. L. Bilchner (L~ipzig, 
Thorna.s).-Zeitschrift der GesellSchaft fiir ErdkUnde zu Berlin, .4ter. Band: 
Prof. W. Koner (Berl in, Reirner).-Stodien iiber die Wandetbl5cke und die 
Diluvialgebilde Russlands: C. von Helmersen, Yo Tafeln (St. Petersburgh, 
Eggers). Through Williams and Norgate.-Cryptogamie_Illust-ree, ou His
t6ire des Fam~lles naturelles des Plantes Acotyledonees d'Europe : Casimir 
BourneguCre (Paris, Bailliere).-Gedachthisstede von Alexander voil Hum
boldt: C. G. Ehrenberg (Berlin, Oppenheim). 
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