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short paper on the Parasitic character of Pyrola rotundifolia—
Wintergreen—and stated his belief, founded on minute personal
investigation, that it 75 Parasitic on the root of the dwarf willow,
Salix repens. e never found Pyrola where the willow was
absent and in some cases he detected the fibrous roots of the
Pyrola apparently growing on those of the willow.

BrIGHTON

Brighton and Sussex Natural History Society, January
13.—The president, Mr. T. H. Hennah, in the chair. The
receipt of a copy of a paper by Mr. C. Roper, on the Decapod
Crustacea -found at Eastbourhe, was announced.—Mr. J. E.
Mayall communicated a note on what he helieved to be a new
fact in connection with coal gas. While engaged in the spectrum
analysis of organic bodies, he had found his results interfered
with by the presence of copper. Examining the solutions and
no trace of copper being found, it occurred to him that it might
De present in the common coal gas used in the Bunsen lamp, in
which the incandescence of the organic matter was produced.
Having candles with wicks dipped in the chlorides of various
metals always at hand as standard spectra, on comparing the
flame of a copper candle with that of the gas under examination,
their spectra were found to be identical. From this ke inferred
the copper was generated from pyrites contained in the coal.
Mr. J. E. Mayall then read a paper on Volcanic Theories.

PARIS

Academy of Sciences, January 24.—M. Lecoq de Bois-
banceau communicated a note on the continuity of luminous
spectra, in which he developed his theory of the production of
spectra by inequalities in the luminous molecules, and referred
especially to the phenomena presented by rubidium, ceesium,
and potassium.—Act this meeting there were no other papers on
subjects of any special importance.

January 31.—M. Vérard de Sainte-Anne read a Memoir on a
project for establishing a-communication between France and
England. The author proposes the establishment of a railway
bridge, cither open or tubular, across the Straits of Dover, - A
continuation of M. J. Boussineq’s memoir on the theory of the
flow of a liquid through an orifice in a thin partition was pre-
sented by M. de Saint-Venant.—M. Gaiffe communicated a
letter containing remarks on the process employed by Mr. Adams
to produce deposits of nickel by electrolytric action, in which he
maintained that the neutral chloride and sulphide of nickel and
ammonia with no trace of free fixed alkali can alone furnish
workable baths.—M M. Becquerel maintained that the presence
of soda and potash does not hinder the deposition of the
nickel.—M. A. Lallemand stated that when a solution of sul-
phur in sulphide of carbon is exposed to solar light concentrated
by a lens, insoluble sulphur is produced: the spectrum of the
emergent light is deficient in all the rays between G and H and
the ultra-violet spectrum has entirely disappeared. A solution
of phosphorus in sulphide of carbon is similarly acted upon.
—M. Cahours presented a note by M. L. Daniel, giving an
account of some interesting experiments with vacuum-tubes
under the influence of magnetism. — A note on the heat
of combination of boron with chlorine and with oxygen,
by MM. L. Troost and P. Hauteville, was presented by Mr.
H. Sainte-Claire Deville, who also communicated a paper
by Mr. Landrin on the division of a limited quantity of
acid between two bases employed in excess. From his experi-
ments it appears that the oxides are dissolved in simple equiva-
lent proportions, Ze, I to 2, 3, 4, 5, &c.—A mnote by M. E.
Bourgoin on the cause of the unequal loss of oxalic acid at the
positive and negative poles and on the nature of oxalic acid when
dissolved in water, was presented by M. Bussy. The loss by
decomposition is three times as great at the positive as at the
negative pole ; the gas disengaged at the former is pire carbonic
acid, at the latter hydrogen. The author concludes that the
composition of oxalic acid in solution in water, is C* H2 08, 2
H?, 0% —M. C. Dareste read a paper on the convolutions of the
brain.—M. P. Gervais presented a reply to the observations
of M. Balbiani on the ova of the Sacculine, by M. E. Van
Beneden and M. A, L. Donnadieu noticed a case of monstrosity
(hemiterism) in a carp.—M. A. Chatin communicated a note
on the cause of the dehiscence of the anthers of plants, in
which he denies that this phenomenon is due exclusively
to the fibrous cells of the endothecium as supposed by Purkinje
and shows that in some cases certainly and in many others pro-
bably, the exothecium or epidermic layer plays an important part
in it
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