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present congress. According 
to the personal recollection 
of one of our founding mem
bers, Dr. Anthony Edwards, 
from Cambridge, UK, who 
is present among us today, 
the idea of a European Soci
ety of Human Genetics arose 
during a conversation he had 
with Dr. Jim Renwick in 
Ann Arbor, Michigan, in 
1966. With Dr. Edwards per
mission, I am using his 
description of this conversa
tion: ‘We were bemoaning 
the fact that European hu
man geneticists seemed most 
often to meet each other in 
the United States, and we 
thought that a European so
ciety might enable us to meet 
each other more easily in 
Europe. At the Chicago 
International Congress of 
Human Genetics, a few days 
later, we therefore suggested 
that the participants from 
Europe should meet and dis
cuss our idea, which was en
thusiastically taken up at the 
resulting meeting.’

Dear colleagues,Professor Giovanni Romeo, 
President of the ESHG

Twenty-five years after 
the founding of the Euro
pean Society of Human Ge
netics and its first meeting in 
Copenhagen in November 
1967, it seems to me quite 
appropriate that we recon
vene in Denmark. This 
opening ceremony gives us 
the unique opportunity to 
celebrate, at the same time, 
the 25th anniversaries of the 
founding of our society and 
of the Kennedy Institute. In 
a few minutes, our colleague, 
Dr. Margareta Mikkelsen, 
who is also President Elect 
of our society and the host of 
this congress, will speak 
about the history and achiev
ements of the Kennedy Insti
tute, which is one of the 
most respected European in
stitutions in the field of med
ical genetics.

It is my privilege and hon
our to briefly summarize for 
you the history of our society 
from its foundation to the
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After the preliminary dis
cussion in Chicago, the Soci
ety was founded on March 
15, 1967 by public an
nouncement, and the first 
symposium was announced 
in the first issue of the Bulle
tin of the European Society 
of Human Genetics in Au
gust 1967. The programme 
consisted of invited lectures 
scheduled for November 18 
and 19, 1967, and of oral 
communications scheduled 
for the afternoons of the 
same days.

Professor Jan Mohr was, 
on that occasion, Chairman 
of the Organizing Commit
tee, and he served afterwards 
as Secretary of our society 
until 1990, when he retired 
from active academic duties. 
To him and to all the other 
founding members of our so
ciety I want to express, as 
President of the European 
Society of Human Genetics, 
our gratitude and thanks.

In 1990 the Society went 
through a major reform and 
the new statutes prepared by 
Professor Albert de la Cha
pelle (Helsinki), Professor 
Martin Bobrow (London) 
and Professor Jan Mohr

(Copenhagen) were finally 
approved at our last meeting 
in Leuven one year ago.

Following the first sympo
sium held in Copenhagen in 
1967, regular meetings were 
held almost every year after
wards in different European 
cities. The wandering of our 
scientific meetings through
out Europe clearly docu
ments the European voca
tion which inspired our soci
ety from its very beginning. 
At that time no one could 
have imagined the changes 
that were to take place on 
our continent in 1989 and in 
the following years, which 
have profoundly affected our 
scientific relationships. We 
represent here human genet
ics from all over Europe or, 
to be more precise, we repre
sent that branch of science 
which has been growing at 
the fastest rate on a conti
nent which has been going 
through the fastest changes 
that have ever occurred in its 
modern history. For this 
very reason we are obliged to 
live up to the expectations of 
our times and provide our 
society with all the instru
ments which will allow us to

contribute to the construc
tion of a modem, united 
and, most important, 
peaceful Europe.

Dear colleagues, we have 
convened here from 25 dif
ferent European countries, 
and also Australia, Canada, 
Japan and the USA. As ge
neticists we are all aware of 
the axiom that states that 
without variability, that is, 
without differences among 
individuals, genetics would 
not exist - and I should add 
that life itself would be quite 
boring. Following that line of 
thought, I would like to add 
that without our different 
origins, cultures and lan
guages, Europe would not be 
the same. It is our scientific 
responsibility to keep alive 
in the united Europe the fu
ture of our cultural heritage, 
and at the same time to be 
able to speak, in every field 
of our endeavours, the com
mon language of peaceful 
competition and scientific 
excellence. In this spirit I de
clare the 24th annual meet
ing of the European Society 
of Human Genetics open.
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