
campaign promises — and a big hit in the 
science community. So far, the government 
has moved slowly to fill the position. A search 
that began in December will produce the first 
adviser later this spring — about a year and a 
half after the Liberals took power — Duncan 
says. Two million dollars is “about right” for 
the office, says Kathleen Walsh, executive 
director of the non-profit science-advocacy 
group Evidence for Democracy in Ottawa.

A few other budget points also bring 
good news. There is Can$80 million to 
replace the ageing Sidney Centre for Plant 
Health, which was rescued from closure 
under the Conservatives in 2012. Another 
Can$125 million will fund a Pan-Canadian 
Artificial Intelligence Strategy, to bolster 
the country’s lead in computing fields such 
as deep learning. The budget also includes 
money for training programmes, including 
Can$50 million to teach children computer 
coding and Can$221 million to help 
university graduates to find jobs.

TRUMPING THE UNITED STATES
A new set of 25 ‘Canada 150’ research chairs 
has been established to mark the country’s 
150th birthday. Although this comes from an 
established pool of money, the positions will 
help to attract leading researchers to Canada 

from abroad, says Davidson. “Those chairs 
are an important tool when you’re looking 
at what’s happening post-Brexit and post-
Trump,” he says, referring to unease over 
immigration policies and funding in the 
United Kingdom and the United States. “The 
number of hits on our job site has doubled 
since November.”

And whereas US President Donald 
Trump has proposed cutting support for 
climate-change research, Trudeau’s budget 
introduces several climate programmes. It 
includes Can$73.5 million for a Canadian 
Centre for Climate Services to improve access 
to climate science, and Can$83.8 million 
over five years to integrate traditional 
knowledge of climate change — including 
that of the First Nations — and enhance the 
resilience of northern communities.

The lack of major increases in funding 
comes in the face of challenging finances. 
The Liberals campaigned on a promise to 
keep deficits below Can$10 billion a year, 
but their first budget pushed it to more than 
Can$25 billion. This year’s budget stretches 
the deficit to Can$28 billion.

“If I’m being generous, I’d say we weren’t 
expecting a lot [for science], but we didn’t 
get anything,” says Woodgett. “I’m pretty 
disappointed.” ■

MORE 
ONLINE

T O P  N E W S

● Citizen scientists to rescue 
150 years of cosmic images 
go.nature.com/2o9fleb
● DNA typos cause most cancer 
mutations go.nature.com/2na2mtc
● Dinosaur family tree poised 
for colossal shake-up go.nature.
com/2n9srhw

M O R E  N E W S

● Planet-sized ‘waves’ spotted 
in Sun’s atmosphere go.nature.
com/2nqpnwk
● Big data renews fight over 
animal origins go.nature.
com/2o1my9m
● Zika mosquito genome finally 
gets mapped go.nature.com/2nhlirq

The second budget from Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau (right) is a mixed bag for scientists.
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B Y  D E C L A N  B U T L E R

One of the world’s wealthiest charities, 
the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 
in Seattle, Washington, is set to launch 

its own open-access publishing venture later this 
year. The initiative, Gates Open Research, was 
announced on 23 March and will be modelled 
on a service begun last year by the London-
based biomedical charity, the Wellcome Trust. 
Both efforts are intended to accelerate the publi-
cation of articles and data from research funded 
by the charity.

Along similar lines, the European Com-
mission is considering its own open-access 
publishing platform for outputs from its  
€80-billion (US$86-billion) Horizon 2020 
research programme. At a conference on 
open science in Berlin on 21 March, a commis-
sion representative suggested that the service 
might launch this year, says Sabina Leonelli, a 
philosopher at the University of Exeter, UK, 
who attended the meeting. A spokesperson 
said that the commission was looking at the 
models used by the Wellcome Trust and Gates 
Foundation, and had asked a panel called 
the Open Science Policy Platform (of which  
Leonelli is a member) to provide an opinion 
on the idea.

Like the Wellcome Trust, the Gates Founda-
tion has contracted management of its publish-
ing service to F1000Research, an open-access 
platform that rapidly publishes papers and data 
sets after an initial sanity check by its in-house 
editors. Papers are peer-reviewed after publi-
cation, and the reviews and the names of their 
authors are published alongside the studies.

The foundation will have no editorial  
oversight of Gates Open Research, says spokes-
person Bryan Callahan. It will also fully cover all 
article-processing charges (APCs) — US$150 
for articles of up to 1,000 words, $500 for  
1,000–2,500 words and $1,000 for articles 
exceeding 2,500 words.

The Gates Foundation has one of the most 
stringent open-access policies of any research 
funder. Researchers must make their papers and 
data open access upon publication, and allow 
unrestricted reuse. “We believe that published 
research resulting from our funding should 
be promptly and broadly disseminated,” says  
Callahan. “Our research saves lives.” ■

D ATA  S H A R I N G

Gates to launch 
open-access 
publishing site 
Health foundation joins push 
for greater transparency. 
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