
For authors: How to anonymize a manuscript for double-blind peer review

• Ensure that there is no author information in the metadata of any of the files submitted. Metadata 
is usually added automatically from the identity information on your computer. In many commonly 
used programmes, (such as Word and Acrobat reader), author information is displayed (and can 
be edited) under the 'File' tab.

• When referring to your own work within the manuscript, use neutral terminology; that is, replace 
phrases like "as we have shown before" with "as it has been shown before" (and refer to the 
appropriate published work).

• Do not include work in the reference list that has not been accepted for publication yet.

• Remove any Acknowledgments or Author Contributions from the manuscript, AND place them in 
the cover letter. The information can be transferred after completion of the peer-review process.

• Please state in the cover letter the full author list and affiliations, with the author list in the order 
that it should appear on the paper in the event of publication.

• Do not include names or affiliations anywhere in the manuscript or in any Supplementary 
Information.


