
    Skip to main contentScientific American

Sign in


September 1, 2017
1 min read


The Persistent Problem of Gender Inequality 
The gender gap remains a global phenomenon  
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Data from the past few decades show that despite progress toward gender equality, many challenges persist. Women are still disadvantaged compared with men where access to economic and social opportunities is concerned. Some of these so-called gender gaps, such as the dearth of women in government, stem from societal attitudes about gender and leadership. Others arise from factors that by definition disproportionately affect women, such as restrictions on reproductive health care. (Reporting on this story relied on data available in 2017.)
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