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World Changing Ideas 2015
10 big advances that will improve life, transform computing and maybe even save the planet
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On supporting science journalism
If you're enjoying this article, consider supporting our award-winning journalism by subscribing. By purchasing a subscription you are helping to ensure the future of impactful stories about the discoveries and ideas shaping our world today.

In 1878 Thomas Edison took to the pages of this magazine to clear up a few misconceptions about a new invention of his: the phonograph. Seventy years later one of our correspondents wrote about a replacement for the vacuum tube, a device that could deliver “tinier hearing aids, really small portable radios [and] more compact electronic devices for aircraft.” It was called the transistor. To celebrate our 170th birthday, we have collected dozens of historic entries like these from Scientific American's past: you can read the full list here. And as we do every December, we have gathered 10 of the year's biggest advances for our annual celebration of “World Changing Ideas.” Maybe some of them will make the greatest-hits collection 170 years from now.
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