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Construction of large dams in the U.S. mostly came to a halt in the 1970s. Many are now unsafe, inefficient or no longer needed, requiring removal—events that geologists and biologists alike will follow closely to observe how these unimpeded rivers and their wildlife respond.
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Dams removed in the 90 years before 2005.
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Dams removed from 2006–2014.
10 million
Cubic meters of stored sediment released on removal of two dams (64- and 32-meter-high structures) in Washington State last year, the largest release to date.
SOURCES: “1000 DAMS DOWN AND COUNTING,” BY J. E. O'CONNER ET AL., IN SCIENCE, VOL. 348; MAY 1, 2015 (dam removals); “THE REMAINS OF THE DAM: WHAT HAVE WE LEARNED FROM 15 YEARS OF US DAM REMOVALS?” BY GORDON E. GRANT AND SARAH L. LEWIS, IN ENGINEERING GEOLOGY FOR SOCIETY AND TERRITORY, VOL. 3. EDITED BY GIORGIO LOLLINO ET AL. SPRINGER, 2015 (sediment release)




Sarah Lewin Frasier is Scientific American's assistant news editor. She plans, assigns and edits the Advances section of the monthly magazine, as well as editing online news. Before joining Scientific American in 2019, she chronicled humanity's journey to the stars as associate editor at Space.com. (And even earlier, she was a print intern at Scientific American.) Frasier holds an A.B. in mathematics from Brown University and an M.A. in journalism from New York University's Science, Health and Environmental Reporting Program. She enjoys musical theater and mathematical paper craft.

More by Sarah Lewin Frasier

[image: Scientific American Magazine Vol 313 Issue 1]This article was originally published with the title “Dams over the Decades” in Scientific American Magazine Vol. 313 No. 1 (July 2015), p. 16
doi:10.1038/scientificamerican0715-16View This Issue





Expand Your World with Science

Learn and share the most exciting discoveries, innovations and ideas shaping our world today.
SubscribeSign up for our newslettersSee the latest storiesRead the latest issueFollow Us:

[image: Scientific American publications in print & digital formats]

	Return & Refund Policy
	About
	Press Room
	Accessibility Statement


	FAQs
	Contact Us
	International Editions


	Advertise
	SA Custom Media
	Terms of Use


	Privacy Policy
	California Consumer Privacy Statement
	Use of cookies/Do not sell my data



Scientific American is part of Springer Nature, which owns or has commercial relations with thousands of scientific publications (many of them can be found at www.springernature.com/us). Scientific American maintains a strict policy of editorial independence in reporting developments in science to our readers.
© 2024 SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN, A DIVISION OF SPRINGER NATURE AMERICA, INC.
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.



    
    
  