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Life Unfolding: How the Human Body Creates Itself
by Jamie A. Davies
Oxford University Press, 2014
Children are not the only ones who wonder where babies come from. Scientists, too, are still trying to answer this question on its most basic levels. Human bodies, after all, are not built like bridges by external engineers—they build themselves. University of Edinburgh biologist Davies describes what we know and what we do not know about how tiny individual components come together to create the complexity of life, laying out the major insights that have been gleaned over the past decade. “The story that is being unearthed ... is an astonishing one,” Davies writes. “It is the story of something every one of us has done, and it is therefore a story that belongs to us all.
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