
    Skip to main contentScientific American

Sign in


June 1, 2013
1 min read


Recommended: Probably Approximately Correct
Books and recommendations from Scientific American

By Anna Kuchment
June 2013 Issue

The Sciences





On supporting science journalism
If you're enjoying this article, consider supporting our award-winning journalism by subscribing. By purchasing a subscription you are helping to ensure the future of impactful stories about the discoveries and ideas shaping our world today.

Probably Approximately Correct: Nature's Algorithms for Learning and Prospering in a Complex World
Leslie Valiant
Basic Books, 2013 ($27.99)
Valiant, a computer science professor at Harvard University, takes as his point of departure Alan Turing's 1936 paper that laid the groundwork for modern computers. Turing was the first to suggest that computation was subject to finite rules and therefore capable of being carried out by machines. Valiant argues that all living things have been capable of computation since the beginning of time, using “ecorithms” to predict the future and adapt to it. His book is an engaging meditation on complexity and on how living things often unwittingly use math to navigate it.




Anna Kuchment is a contributing editor at Scientific American and a staff science reporter at the Dallas Morning News. She is also co-author of a forthcoming book about earthquakes triggered by energy production.
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This article was originally published with the title “Probably Approximately Correct” in Scientific American Magazine Vol. 308 No. 6 (June 2013), p. 88
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