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Scatter, Adapt and Remember: How Humans Will Survive a Mass Extinction
Annalee Newitz
Doubleday, 2013 ($26.95)
Newitz, a science journalist and founding editor of the Web site io9, set out to write about the looming disaster of the sixth mass extinction but instead found hope for humanity's endurance. Natural history is riddled with survivors' tales, she writes. For example, the Lystrosaurus, a reptile ancestor of mammals, probably relied on large lungs and underground tunnels to persevere in a low-oxygen world created by cataclysmic volcanic eruptions. Humankind's endurance may depend on new technologies such as space elevators to transport humans off the planet or biological cities filled with skyscraper farms and bacteria-based, self-healing concrete. Survival, Newitz argues, will involve radical transformation, but humans may just be up to the challenge.




About Marissa FessendenMarissa is a freelance science journalist in Bozeman, Montana. She was an editorial intern with Scientific American from June 2012 through June 2013. Follow on Twitter @marisfessenden

More by Marissa Fessenden

[image: Scientific American Magazine Vol 308 Issue 5]This article was originally published with the title “Scatter, Adapt, and Remember” in Scientific American Magazine Vol. 308 No. 5 (May 2013), p. 82
doi:10.1038/scientificamerican0513-82bView This Issue





Expand Your World with Science

Learn and share the most exciting discoveries, innovations and ideas shaping our world today.
SubscribeSign up for our newslettersSee the latest storiesRead the latest issueFollow Us:

[image: Scientific American publications in print & digital formats]

	Return & Refund Policy
	About
	Press Room
	Accessibility Statement


	FAQs
	Contact Us
	International Editions


	Advertise
	SA Custom Media
	Terms of Use


	Privacy Policy
	California Consumer Privacy Statement
	Use of cookies/Do not sell my data



Scientific American is part of Springer Nature, which owns or has commercial relations with thousands of scientific publications (many of them can be found at www.springernature.com/us). Scientific American maintains a strict policy of editorial independence in reporting developments in science to our readers.
© 2024 SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN, A DIVISION OF SPRINGER NATURE AMERICA, INC.
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.



    
    
  