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On supporting science journalism
If you're enjoying this article, consider supporting our award-winning journalism by subscribing. By purchasing a subscription you are helping to ensure the future of impactful stories about the discoveries and ideas shaping our world today.

Chasing Doctor Dolittle: Learning the Language of Animals
by Con Slobodchikoff
St. Martin's Press, 2012 (($25.99))
A biologist at the University of Northern Arizona, Slobodchikoff has been interested in language from the time he arrived in the U.S. as a Russian-speaking boy. In this book, he takes readers through fascinating studies of how honeybees, prairie dogs, squid and many other species communicate and makes the case that humans' language abilities are no exception in the animal world.
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Anna Kuchment is a contributing editor at Scientific American and a staff science reporter at the Dallas Morning News. She is also co-author of a forthcoming book about earthquakes triggered by energy production.
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