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On supporting science journalism
If you're enjoying this article, consider supporting our award-winning journalism by subscribing. By purchasing a subscription you are helping to ensure the future of impactful stories about the discoveries and ideas shaping our world today.

Desert Air
by George Steinmetz
Abrams, 2012 (($60))
Shooting from his one-seat motorized paraglider, geophysicist-turned-photographer Steinmetz spent 15 years documenting the world's “hyperarid regions”—areas that get fewer than four inches of precipitation a year. The result is a coffee-table book of stunning images that also serves as a sober scientific exploration of the nature of these extreme environments.
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Anna Kuchment is a contributing editor at Scientific American and a staff science reporter at the Dallas Morning News. She is also co-author of a forthcoming book about earthquakes triggered by energy production.
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