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World without Fish
by Mark Kurlansky. Illustrated by Frank Stockton. Workman, 2011
Tuna, cod, salmon, swordfish—most of the world’s commercial fish species may disappear in the next 50 years as a result of overfishing, pollution and global warming. Timed to coincide with Earth Day and the one-year anniversary of the Gulf oil spill, this beautifully illustrated children’s book explains how fish came to be so imperiled, how their decline affects other organisms, and what people can do about it.
Cave of Forgotten Dreams
Film by Werner Herzog, opens April 29 in theaters across the U.S.
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A long time ago, in the dark recesses of a cave in the Ardèche region of south-central France, a visitor working by torchlight expertly applied charcoal to the craggy limestone walls to create a quartet of spirited horses, their mouths open as if whinnying to one another. It is one of humanity’s greatest artworks. It is also one of the first: the paintings in this cave known as Chauvet have been dated to around 32,000 years ago, which, if confirmed, would make them the oldest cave paintings on record.
Since the discovery of the cave in 1994, access has been tightly restricted for fear of upsetting the delicate balance of conditions that have preserved the images for millennia; only a handful of people have ever been allowed entry. Luckily for the rest of us, German filmmaker Werner Herzog is one of them, having obtained exclusive permission from the French government to shoot inside the cave.
This 89-minute documentary film represents Herzog’s first foray into the 3-D medium. Thanks to this technology, viewers feel the claustrophobia of the initial descent into the cave, followed by the relief of entering the spacious first chamber with its glittering stalactites and stalagmites. But it is the lingering, reverent shots of the paintings—highlighting, for example, the way their creators used the natural contours of the walls to give depth to the creatures they depicted—that most benefit from the 3-D treatment, revealing these Ice Age artists as keen observers of the natural world.
Herzog makes a few missteps, as when he suggests that it is as if the modern human spirit first emerged in western Europe. In fact, mounting evidence, including advanced weaponry and such symbolic items as jewelry, indicates that anatomically modern human beings began thinking like us long before they fanned out from their African birthplace to colonize the rest of the Old World. But that oversight should not deter would-be viewers. Chauvet is a marvel of prehistory, and Herzog’s awe-inspiring tour is the closest we will ever get to the real thing.
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