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The Artist and the Scientists: Bringing Prehistory to Life
by Peter Trusler, Patricia Vickers-Rich and Thomas H. Rich. Cambridge University Press, 2010
Artist Peter Trusler and paleontologists Patricia Vickers-Rich and Thomas H. Rich team up to explain the process of reconstructing scenes of prehistoric life from fossils of long-gone beasts.
Excerpt
Deadly Choices: How the Anti-Vaccine Movement Threatens Us All
by Paul A. Offit. Basic Books, 201

On supporting science journalism
If you're enjoying this article, consider supporting our award-winning journalism by subscribing. By purchasing a subscription you are helping to ensure the future of impactful stories about the discoveries and ideas shaping our world today.

Paul A. Offit, chief of the division of infectious diseases at Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia and a professor of pediatrics at the University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine, explores why many parents fear that vaccines will cause autism and other disorders and are therefore forgoing vaccination in increasing numbers. Here he traces the birth of the antivaccine movement to a 1982 documentary produced by NBC television correspondent Lea Thompson called DPT: Vaccine Roulette. It linked the diphtheria-tetanus-pertussis (DTP, sometimes also called DPT) vaccine to brain damage, laying the groundwork for the autism scare.
“Vaccine Roulette was arguably one of the most powerful programs ever to air on American television: thousands of parents stopped giving pertussis vaccine to their children; personal-injury lawyers pummeled pharmaceutical companies, causing many to stop making vaccines; and Congress passed a law to protect vaccine makers, while at the same time compensating those who were allegedly harmed by vaccines.
“During the next fifteen years the tide turned ... study after study showed that children immunized with DTP weren’t at greater risk of brain damage. As a consequence, public health agencies and medical societies throughout the world no longer considered pertussis vaccine to be a rare cause of permanent harm....
“Despite this overwhelming evidence, and despite all the harm that had been done by the false notion that pertussis vaccine was maiming America’s children, Lea Thompson was without remorse. In 1997, during a celebration in her honor ... Thompson remembered Vaccine Roulette: ‘The reason it was important to me is not because it was great research, although we did a pretty good job, or that [it] was a beautifully produced piece of work. DPT [Vaccine Roulette] was important to me personally because it spawned a movement.’ A movement that almost eliminated vaccines for American children, a movement that continues to cause many parents to reject vaccines in favor of the diseases they prevent, and a movement that was based on a notion that has been shown again and again to be incorrect.”
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Kate Wong is an award-winning science writer and senior editor at Scientific American focused on evolution, ecology, anthropology, archaeology, paleontology and animal behavior. She is fascinated by human origins, which she has covered for more than 25 years. Recently she has become obsessed with birds. Her reporting has taken her to caves in France and Croatia that Neandertals once called home, to the shores of Kenya's Lake Turkana in search of the oldest stone tools in the world, to Madagascar on an expedition to unearth ancient mammals and dinosaurs, to the icy waters of Antarctica, where humpback whales feast on krill, and on a "Big Day" race around the state of Connecticut to find as many bird species as possible in 24 hours. Kate is co-author, with Donald Johanson, of Lucy's Legacy: The Quest for Human Origins. She holds a bachelor of science degree in biological anthropology and zoology from the University of Michigan. Follow Wong on X (formerly Twitter) @katewong
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