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Breaking the Mold
A Real Family Value: Mothers who work outside the home
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In the 19th-century U.S., finding a mother of young children who worked was rare. The big exception was black mothers, many of whom were employed as domestics. That situation has changed, most likely because the economy since the early 20th century began creating an increasing number of white-collar jobs that could help support a more affluent way of life. The movement of mothers out of the home and into offices and shops happened all over the Western world, with some countries such as Austria, Belgium and the Netherlands substantially exceeding the U.S. in the proportion of mothers with very young children in the workforce.
Folk wisdom has long held that working mothers do severe harm to their children, and indeed one academic, University of Alberta chemist Gordon Freeman, claimed in a 1990 article in the Canadian Journal of Physics that they inflict "serious psychological damage" on their children, leading to teenage sex, drug use and other problems.

Rights & Permissions


Rodger Doyle can be reached at rdoyle2@adelphia.net

More by Rodger Doyle

This article was originally published with the title “Breaking the Mold” in Scientific American Magazine Vol. 296 No. 3 (March 2007), p. 0View This Issue





Expand Your World with Science

Learn and share the most exciting discoveries, innovations and ideas shaping our world today.
SubscribeSign up for our newslettersSee the latest storiesRead the latest issueFollow Us:



	Return & Refund Policy
	About
	Press Room


	FAQs
	Contact Us
	International Editions


	Advertise
	SA Custom Media
	Terms of Use


	Privacy Policy
	California Consumer Privacy Statement
	Use of cookies/Do not sell my data



Scientific American is part of Springer Nature, which owns or has commercial relations with thousands of scientific publications (many of them can be found at www.springernature.com/us). Scientific American maintains a strict policy of editorial independence in reporting developments in science to our readers.
© 2024 SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN, A DIVISION OF SPRINGER NATURE AMERICA, INC.
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.



    
    
  