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SEPTEMBER'S SPECIAL ISSUE, "Crossroads for Planet Earth," focused on the unique near-term challenges of the next 50 years--and how our choices may well determine our species' ability not only to thrive but to survive far into the future.
Articles prescribed solutions--ranging from global to local, gradualist to radical--to tackle socioeconomic, demographic and environmental problems. And they drew a bounty of letters, laden with readers' prognostications, criticisms and alternative answers. But problem solving is a tricky business: to outline long-term fixes to current crises and trends, many authors had to valiantly venture onto that perilous tightrope that is forecasting the future. Ultimately, the portent of this issue was not gloom and doom but was summed up nicely by something Apple Computer visionary Alan C. Kay once observed: the best way to predict the future is to invent it....





This article was originally published with the title “Letters” in Scientific American Magazine Vol. 294 No. 1 (January 2006), p. 0View This Issue





Expand Your World with Science

Learn and share the most exciting discoveries, innovations and ideas shaping our world today.
SubscribeSign up for our newslettersSee the latest storiesRead the latest issueFollow Us:



	Return & Refund Policy
	About
	Press Room


	FAQs
	Contact Us
	International Editions


	Advertise
	SA Custom Media
	Terms of Use


	Privacy Policy
	California Consumer Privacy Statement
	Use of cookies/Do not sell my data



Scientific American is part of Springer Nature, which owns or has commercial relations with thousands of scientific publications (many of them can be found at www.springernature.com/us). Scientific American maintains a strict policy of editorial independence in reporting developments in science to our readers.
© 2024 SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN, A DIVISION OF SPRINGER NATURE AMERICA, INC.
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.



    
    
  