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The Microbial Origin of Fossil Fuels
Chemical analysis of the most varied organic sediments, including coal and petroleum, reveals a surprising commonality: all derive much of their organic matter from once unknown microbial lipids

By Guy Ourisson, Pierre Albrecht & Michel Rohmer
August 1984 Issue
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This article was originally published with the title “The Microbial Origin of Fossil Fuels” in Scientific American Magazine Vol. 251 No. 2 (August 1984), p. 44
doi:10.1038/scientificamerican0884-44View This Issue
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