
    Skip to main contentScientific American

Sign in


December 1, 2016
1 min read


New Views of Life on Earth


[image: ] Maria Corte Maidagan

December 2016 Issue

EARTH





On supporting science journalism
If you're enjoying this article, consider supporting our award-winning journalism by subscribing. By purchasing a subscription you are helping to ensure the future of impactful stories about the discoveries and ideas shaping our world today.

For centuries, scientists have chronicled in exquisite detail how all kinds of species, from tiny bacteria to gigantic dinosaurs, spread across the planet and shaped its evolution. In 2016 researchers turned that focus to the human experience as well. Although textbooks often give a set explanation for how Homo sapiens populated the earth, new fossil discoveries are challenging those assumptions. Researchers are also documenting the incredible number of people who are fleeing their homelands because of violence and natural and man-made disasters. The migrations are so extensive that they are rapidly changing the makeup of nations. Investigators are also hotly debating whether we humans are transforming the earth's crust so extensively—by depositing layers of concrete, plastics, radiation and carbon—that we are ending a 12,000-year geologic epoch known as the Holocene and starting a totally new chapter called the Anthropocene.
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