
    Skip to main contentScientific American

Sign in


June 1, 1972
1 min read


Contour and Contrast
We see contours when adjacent areas con trast sharply. Surprisingly, certain contours, in turn, make large areas appear lighter or darker than they really are. What neural mechanisms underlie these effects?
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More by Floyd Ratliff

This article was originally published with the title “Contour and Contrast” in Scientific American Magazine Vol. 226 No. 6 (June 1972), p. 90
doi:10.1038/scientificamerican0672-90View This Issue
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