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THE mechanic at times has very awkward things to hold while machining—an elbow for instance. The elbow is first placed in the chuck as in Fig. 1. A 2-inch L would need a short piece of shafting about three-quarters of an inch in diameter, sawed to a bevel on one end to fit roughly the outside sweep ot the elbow. The other end should have a center, which 'the tail center holds central while the beveled end is tacked with solder to the brass or malleable iron elbow. It is then removed from the chuck, and the soldering is completed. Fig. 2 shows the short piece of shafting placed in the chuck, which holds the elbow firmly enough to face the flange ends and bore out or cut a new thread if desired. Workshop Notes Soapstone for Babbitt Casting. —When casting babbitt in molds or pouring babbitt boxes, powdered soap-stone dusted in the molds or aperture for receiving the babbitt will very much improve the flow of metal, and you are quite sure of getting a .full box or perfect casting.—L. M. Preparing Metal for Painting. —In preparing for painting iron or metal which is quite smooth, or has been machined, say, for instance, a cylinder head, take raw oil and moisten a cloth so that a very slight amount of oil can be rubbed over the surface of the machined iron. Be particular not to get on too much, as it should be thoroughly dried before the paint is applied. It will take several days or a week for it to dry sufficiently. This preparation keeps the paint from chipping.—A. F. B,




More by Albert F. Bishop

[image: Scientific American Magazine Vol 105 Issue 18]This article was originally published with the title “Facing off an Elbow, Workshop Notes” in Scientific American Magazine Vol. 105 No. 18 (October 1911), p. 392
doi:10.1038/scientificamerican10281911-392dView This Issue





Expand Your World with Science

Learn and share the most exciting discoveries, innovations and ideas shaping our world today.
SubscribeSign up for our newslettersSee the latest storiesRead the latest issueFollow Us:

[image: Scientific American publications in print & digital formats]

	Return & Refund Policy
	About
	Press Room
	Accessibility Statement


	FAQs
	Contact Us
	International Editions


	Advertise
	SA Custom Media
	Terms of Use


	Privacy Policy
	California Consumer Privacy Statement
	Use of cookies/Do not sell my data



Scientific American is part of Springer Nature, which owns or has commercial relations with thousands of scientific publications (many of them can be found at www.springernature.com/us). Scientific American maintains a strict policy of editorial independence in reporting developments in science to our readers.
© 2024 SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN, A DIVISION OF SPRINGER NATURE AMERICA, INC.
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.



    
    
  