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Nature Publishing Group to archive on behalf of authors

Nature Publishing Group (NPG) is pleased to announce the initiation of a free service,
launching in 2008, to help authors fulfil funder and institutional mandates.

NPG has encouraged self-archiving, including in PubMed Central, since 2005. Later in
2008, NPG will begin depositing authors’ accepted manuscripts with PubMed Central
(PMC) and UK PubMed Central (UKPMC), meeting the requirements for authors
funded by the Howard Hughes Medical Institute (HHMI), the National Institutes of
Health (NIH), The Wellcome Trust, the Medical Research Council and a number of
other major funders in the US, the UK and Canada who mandate deposition in either
PMC or UKPMC. NPG hopes to extend the service to other archives and repositories in
future.

“We are announcing our intention early in the process to solicit feedback from the
community and to reassure authors that we will be providing this service,” said
Steven Inchcoombe, Managing Director of NPG. “We invite authors, funding bodies,
institutions, archives and repositories to work with us as we move forward.”

Initially, the service will be open to authors publishing original research articles in
Nature, the Nature research titles and the clinical research section of Nature Clinical
Practice Cardiovascular Medicine. NPG will then extend the service to society and
academic journals in its portfolio that wish to participate.

For eligible authors who opt-in during the submission process, NPG will deposit the
accepted version of the author’s manuscript on acceptance, setting a public release
date of 6-months post-publication. There will be no charge to authors or funders for
the service.

“NPG is committed to serving as a partner to the scientific and medical
communities,” continued Steven Inchcoombe. “We believe this is a valuable service
to authors, reducing their workload and making it simple and free to comply with
mandates from their institution or funder. We recognise that publishing in an NPG
title can be a career high-point for researchers, and want to ensure that our authors
enjoy the best possible service from their publisher of choice.”

NPG has been an early mover amongst subscription publishers in encouraging self-
archiving. In 2002, the publisher moved from requesting copyright transfer for
original research articles to requesting an exclusive license to publish. In 2005, NPG
announced a self-archiving policy that encourages authors of research articles to
self-archive the accepted version of their manuscript to PubMed Central or
other appropriate funding body's archive, their institution's repositories and, if they
wish, on their personal websites. In all cases, the manuscript can be made publicly
accessible six months after publication. NPG’s policies are explained in detail at this
web page: http://www.nature.com/authors/editorial_policies/license.html
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About NPG

Nature Publishing Group (NPG) is a division of Macmillan Publishers Ltd, dedicated to
serving the academic, professional scientific and medical communities. NPG's flagship
title, Nature, was first published in 1869. Other publications include Nature research
journals, Nature Reviews, Nature Clinical Practice and a range of prestigious
academic journals including society-owned publications. NPG also provides news
content through Nature News. Scientific career information and free job postings are
offered on Naturejobs.

NPG is a global company with headquarters in London and offices in New York, San
Francisco, Washington DC, Boston, Tokyo, Paris, Madrid, Munich, Hong Kong,
Melbourne, Delhi, Mexico City and Basingstoke. For more information, please go to
www.nature.com.
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