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SAMPLING AND CACHING
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NEW LANDING TECHNIQUE

When it reaches Mars, the mission will use an updated version of the
entry, descent and landing sequence used by the Curiosity probe in 2012.
The new method, known as ‘terrain relative navigation’, allows the
spacecraft to land closer to its area of interest because it can divert from
dangerous situations in the last moments before landing, if necessary.
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POTENTIAL LANDING SITES
Eight landing sites are being considered for the 2020 rover.
Where it goes will dramatically shape the future of Mars science.
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The 2020 rover is only
the first stage in
bringing Martian rocks
to Earth. After
collecting samples and
storing them in sealed
tubes, the vehicle will
set them on the
planet’s surface, in one
or more cache spots.
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At some point in the
future, NASA hopes to
launch a ‘fetch’ rover
that would pick up the
sample tubes and place
them in a vehicle to blast
into Martian orbit.

eserved
-

Once in orbit, the
vehicle would
rendezvous with
Date unknown another craft that
would carry the
samples to Earth. This
could be an extension
T of the fetch mission or
a separate third one.
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