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

    
     



 


 


 



 


       
 
    




 


 


 


 


 




 


 
 


 




 


 
 
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      

       


     
        


        














        


      


 


 


 






    


     
        
       



     



     



       








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

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


 




 
 
 


 





 




 




 



 



 



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 




 


 








        



        









     
     






  




         
       





  

 
 




     
       



   





     
    

       
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It seems not improbable that ultimately we may follow the lead of general surgery, and
depend less and less on antiseptics and germicides, which probably destroy the normal
balance of power among the bacteria of the mouth and thus interfere with the natural
struggle for existence among the different species. Return to natural conditions is the
keynote of preventive medicine of modern times, and that also is the trend of dental
hygiene in so far as the bonds of civilisation permit. At any rate, there is little dispute that
the thorough cleaning with the brush is of primary importance, and yet it is most ineffi-
ciently carried out. In fact, with the carelessness of children and the indifference of many
parents, it is impossible to hope for any dental millenium in regard to hygiene until it is
recognised that instruction in schools is the only way to attain it.

From the Presidential Address delivered by Mr W.H. Williamson at the BDA Annual
General Meeting at Aberdeen, August 1904
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