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            Abstract
The growing importance of synchrotron radiation for structural biology can be charted from the construction and use of an X-ray beam line at DESY in Hamburg, Germany in 1970, to the completion of the three third generation synchrotrons in France, the USA and Japan in the 1990s.
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                    Figure 1: a, The first X-ray diffraction pattern taken with synchrotron radiation; the sample was of insect flight muscle and the picture shows the 220 Ã… equatorial Bragg reflection.[image: ]
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