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            Abstract
In 1927 the Swiss paediatrician Guido Fanconi described a family in which three boys had physical birth defects and died of a condition that resembled pernicious anaemia. In the 1960, inspired by Fanconi's theoretical considerations, it was shown that the disorder is based on an underlying chromosomal instability and is associated with a predisposition to bone marrow failure and cancer. As the 80th anniversary of the first description of Fanconi anaemia approaches, we were motivated to pay tribute to Guido Fanconi as an outstanding figure in European medicine and to honour his contribution to cancer research.
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                    Figure 1: Original slide from a lecture by Guido Fanconi showing two of the three first Fanconi anaemia patients and their family tree.[image: ]


Figure 2: Images taken and illustrations drawn by Fanconi during his research into cases of Fanconi anaemia.[image: ]


Figure 3: Fanconi's definition of research.[image: ]


Figure 4: The 83-year-old Guido Fanconi at one of his last lectures on 7 April 1975 in Milan.[image: ]
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