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            New methods for mapping synaptic connections and recording neural signals generate rich and complex data on the structure and dynamics of brain networks. Making sense of these data will require a concerted effort directed at data analysis and reduction as well as computational modeling.
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                    Figure 1: Simple network.



                


                
            

            
                References
	Sporns, O., Tononi, G. & KÃ¶tter, R. PLoS Comput. Biol. 1, 245â€“251 (2005).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Denk, W., Briggman, K.L. & Helmstadter, M. Nat. Rev. Neurosci. 13, 351â€“358 (2012).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Van Essen, D.C. & Ugurbil, K. Neuroimage 62, 1299â€“1310 (2012).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Akil, H., Martone, M.E. & van Essen, D.C. Science 331, 708â€“712 (2011).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Marcus, D.S. et al. Front. Neuroinform. 5, 4 (2011).
ArticleÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Hood, L. et al. Science 306, 640â€“643 (2004).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Sporns, O. Discovering the Human Connectome. (MIT Press, 2012).
BookÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Bourne, J.N. & Harris, K.M. Curr. Opin. Neurobiol. 22, 372â€“382 (2012).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Jbabdi, S. & Johansen-Berg, H. Brain Connect. 1, 169â€“183 (2011).
ArticleÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Friston, K.J. Brain Connect. 1, 13â€“36 (2011).
ArticleÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Smith, S.M. Neuroimage 62, 1257â€“1266 (2012).
ArticleÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Wig, G.S., Schlaggar, B.L. & Petersen, S.E. Ann. NY Acad. Sci. 1224, 126â€“146 (2011).
ArticleÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Fortunato, S. Phys. Rep. 486, 75â€“174 (2010).
ArticleÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Power, J.D. et al. Neuron 72, 665â€“678 (2011).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	GuimerÃ , R. & Amaral, L.A.N. Nature 433, 895â€“900 (2005).
ArticleÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Kashtan, N. & Alon, U. Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA 102, 13773â€“13778 (2005).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Zuo, X.N. et al. Cereb. Cortex 22, 1862â€“1875 (2012).
ArticleÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Bargmann, C.I. Bioessays 34, 458â€“465 (2012).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Bassett, D.S. et al. Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA 108, 7641â€“7646 (2011).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Jones, D.T. et al. PLoS ONE 7, e39731 (2012).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Alivisatos, A.P. et al. Neuron 74, 970â€“974 (2012).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Fox, P.T. et al. Hum. Brain Mapp. 25, 185â€“198 (2005).
ArticleÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Yarkoni, T. et al. Nat. Methods 8, 665â€“670 (2011).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Vazquez, A. et al. Nat. Biotechnol. 21, 697â€“700 (2003).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Saygin, Z.M. et al. Nat. Neurosci. 15, 321â€“327 (2012).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Adachi, Y. et al. Cereb. Cortex 22, 1586â€“1592 (2012).
ArticleÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Deco, G., Jirsa, V.K. & McIntosh, A.R. Nat. Rev. Neurosci. 12, 43â€“56 (2011).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Markram, H. Sci. Am. 306, 50â€“55 (2012).
ArticleÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Jirsa, V.K. et al. Arch. Ital. Biol. 148, 189â€“205 (2010).
CASÂ 
    PubMedÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Karr, J.R. et al. Cell 150, 389â€“401 (2012).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                


Download references




Acknowledgements
Supported by the J.S. McDonnell Foundation.


Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	Olaf Sporns is in the Department of Psychological and Brain Sciences, Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana, USA., 
Olaf Sporns


Authors	Olaf SpornsView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar





Corresponding author
Correspondence to
                Olaf Sporns.


Ethics declarations

              
                Competing interests

                The author declares no competing financial interests.

              
            

Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
Cite this article
Sporns, O. Making sense of brain network data.
                    Nat Methods 10, 491â€“493 (2013). https://doi.org/10.1038/nmeth.2485
Download citation
	Published: 30 May 2013

	Issue Date: June 2013

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1038/nmeth.2485


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        








            


            
        
            
                This article is cited by

                
                    	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Graph-based network analysis of resting-state fMRI: test-retest reliability of binarized and weighted networks
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Jie Xiang
	Jiayue Xue
	Bin Wang


                                
                                Brain Imaging and Behavior (2020)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Mapping the community structure of the rat cerebral cortex with weighted stochastic block modeling
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Joshua Faskowitz
	Olaf Sporns


                                
                                Brain Structure and Function (2020)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Towards a new approach to reveal dynamical organization of the brain using topological data analysis
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Manish Saggar
	Olaf Sporns
	Allan L. Reiss


                                
                                Nature Communications (2018)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Weighted Stochastic Block Models of the Human Connectome across the Life Span
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Joshua Faskowitz
	Xiaoran Yan
	Olaf Sporns


                                
                                Scientific Reports (2018)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Multidimensional encoding of brain connectomes
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Cesar F. Caiafa
	Franco Pestilli


                                
                                Scientific Reports (2017)

                            


                

            

        
    

            
        





    
        

        
            
                

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                
                    Buy or subscribe
                
            

        
    



            

            
                

    
        
        

        
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                Change institution
            
        

        
        
            
                Buy or subscribe
            
        

        
    



            

        
    


    

    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            Advertisement

                            
    
        
            
                
        

    


                        

                    

                

            

            

            

        

    






    
        
            
                Explore content

                	
                                
                                    Research articles
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Reviews & Analysis
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    News & Comment
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Current issue
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Collections
                                
                            


                	
                            Follow us on Twitter
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Subscribe
                            
                        
	
                            Sign up for alerts
                            
                        
	
                            
                                RSS feed
                            
                        


            

        
    
    
        
            
                
                    About the journal

                    	
                                
                                    Aims & Scope
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Journal Information
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Journal Metrics
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Our publishing models
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    About the Editors
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Research Cross-Journal Editorial Team
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Reviews Cross-Journal Editorial Team
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Editorial Values Statement
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Editorial Policies
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Content Types
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Web Feeds
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Contact
                                
                            


                

            
        

        
            
                
                    Publish with us

                    	
                                
                                    Submission Guidelines
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    For Reviewers
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Language editing services
                                
                            
	
                                Submit manuscript
                                
                            


                

            
        
    



    
        Search

        
            Search articles by subject, keyword or author
            
                
                    
                

                
                    
                        Show results from
                        All journals
This journal


                    

                    
                        Search
                    

                


            

        


        
            
                Advanced search
            
        


        Quick links

        	Explore articles by subject
	Find a job
	Guide to authors
	Editorial policies


    





        
    
        
            

            
                
                    Nature Methods (Nat Methods)
                
                
    
    
        ISSN 1548-7105 (online)
    
    


                
    
    
        ISSN 1548-7091 (print)
    
    

            

        

    




    
        
    nature.com sitemap

    
        
            
                About Nature Portfolio

                	About us
	Press releases
	Press office
	Contact us


            


            
                Discover content

                	Journals A-Z
	Articles by subject
	Protocol Exchange
	Nature Index


            


            
                Publishing policies

                	Nature portfolio policies
	Open access


            


            
                Author & Researcher services

                	Reprints & permissions
	Research data
	Language editing
	Scientific editing
	Nature Masterclasses
	Research Solutions


            


            
                Libraries & institutions

                	Librarian service & tools
	Librarian portal
	Open research
	Recommend to library


            


            
                Advertising & partnerships

                	Advertising
	Partnerships & Services
	Media kits
                    
	Branded
                        content


            


            
                Professional development

                	Nature Careers
	Nature 
                        Conferences


            


            
                Regional websites

                	Nature Africa
	Nature China
	Nature India
	Nature Italy
	Nature Japan
	Nature Korea
	Nature Middle East


            


        

    

    
        	Privacy
                Policy
	Use
                of cookies
	
                Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
                
            
	Legal
                notice
	Accessibility
                statement
	Terms & Conditions
	Your US state privacy rights


    





        
    
        
    
    © 2024 Springer Nature Limited




    

    
    
    







    

    



    
    

        

    
        
            


Close
    



        

            
                
                    
                    Sign up for the Nature Briefing newsletter â€” what matters in science, free to your inbox daily.

                

                
                    
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        
                        

                        Email address

                        
                            
                            
                            
                            Sign up
                        


                        
                            
                            I agree my information will be processed in accordance with the Nature and Springer Nature Limited Privacy Policy.
                        

                    

                

            


        


    

    
    

        

    
        
            

Close
    



        
            Get the most important science stories of the day, free in your inbox.
            Sign up for Nature Briefing
            
        


    









    








