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                To the Editor:
The broad sharing of data from large-scale genomics research and related initiatives has contributed significantly to advances in human genetic research. However, questions have been raised about whether these data sharing practices carry potential privacy risks for research participants1. These concerns will likely become more acute in the coming months, given the European Court of Justice's recent decision on the Safe Harbour framework2 and the proposition for a new European Unionâ€“US Privacy Shield as we await further details from European Union Working Party 29. One approach proposed to enhance data privacy requires that users complete an application form, sign a data sharing agreement and receive authorization from a Data Access Committee (DAC) to use the data3. However, some members of the scientific community have criticized this 'controlled' approach as overly bureaucratic and time-consuming. To shed some light on this important debate, we have gathered data from 840 access requests processed over the last five years of operation at the International Cancer Genome Consortium (ICGC) Data Access Compliance Office (DACO).
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