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                To the Editor:
Holst et al.1 investigated the clinical relevance of ESR1 (estrogen receptor alpha) gene amplification in human breast cancer and reported that the ESR1 gene is amplified in 21% of breast carcinomas. Using fluorescence in situ hybridization (FISH) on tissue microarrays with ESR1 BAC RP11-450E24 as a probe, they identified amplification (ESR1 to centromere 6 ratio >2) in 358 out of 1,739 cases (20.6%) and gain (ESR1 to centromere 6 ratio >1 but <2) in an additional 266 (15.3%) tumors. In view of published array-based comparative genomic hybridization (aCGH) studies as well as our own unpublished aCGH data, we are surprised by this high frequency of ESR1 gene amplification and gain.
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