
How would your party ensure that UK science 
maintains its current position in the world?
Our vision is of a nation of world-class scien-
tific achievement, a magnet for talent and for 
investment, a powerhouse of technology, inno-
vation and enterprise, increasing sustainable 
economic growth. The significance of this to 
Scotland is such that Scotland’s updated eco-
nomic strategy included fostering a culture of 
innovation and research and development as 
one of just four priorities set out in the strategy.

We will continue to develop, attract and 
retain skilled and talented people, maintain 
and grow capacity for world-class research, 
stimulate the co-creation and exploitation of 
knowledge for economic benefit and promote 
the image of Scotland as a vibrant centre of 
scientific excellence, enterprise and endeavour 
internationally.

The current SNP Scottish government sup-
ports a number of initiatives that support sci-
ence learning in schools, encourage science 
as a career choice or stimulate public debate 
and discussion around contemporary science 
issues.

How do you view the state of UK science 
compared with five years ago? 
Scotland has a history of outstanding sci-
ence innovation, and Scotland’s science and 
research base continues to be among the best 
in the world today. Investment in our research 
base has produced very positive results 
in terms of quality and impact. The 2014 
Research Excellence Framework saw excellent 
results with 77% of Scotland’s research assessed 
as “world-leading” or “internationally excel-
lent” — just above that of the UK as a whole 
— and all of Scotland’s institutions producing 
world-class research in a variety of areas, such 
as physics. This is up from 52% since the last 
assessment carried out in 2008 (RAE 2008).

The Ernst & Young UK Foreign Direct 
Investment Attractiveness Survey highlighted 
that the proportion of R&D inward-invest-
ment projects into Scotland in 2013 was well 
ahead of the percentage for the UK as a whole, 
which provides support for the view that Scot-
land is able to punch above its weight in science 
and technology.

More people are interested in science with 
more than 3 million visiting Scotland’s science 
centres in the last five years.

Will your party be making any commitment to 
the science budget, either to ring-fence it, or to 
increase or decrease funding?
As part of our overall funding for higher edu-
cation, the SNP government plans to invest 
— via the Scottish Funding Council — £282 
million in universities’ core research and 
knowledge exchange in 2015–16. This builds 
on increasing levels of research funding since 
2007 and represents an increase in the core 
funding for research allocated directly to uni-
versities.

Is government-controlled science spending 
going to the right areas? Where would you 
change it?
Research funding is rightly directed by the 
independent processes of the Scottish Fund-
ing Council. We have no plans to change that 
independence.

How should infrastructure funding (that is, 
capital spending) for science be allocated?
This is decided by the independent processes 
of the Scottish Funding Council. We have no 
plans to change that independence.

How high would policies on science and 
research come in your priorities in the 
scenario of negotiating any post-election 
coalition agreement?
The central purpose of the SNP government 
has been set as creating a more successful 
country, with opportunities for all of Scotland 
to flourish, through increasing sustainable eco-
nomic growth. Within this, four priorities have 
been set, including fostering a culture of inno-
vation and research and development. That 
gives a sense of the high priority we attach to 
science. It would, however, be presumptuous 
to do other than focus on the election and deal 
with the repercussions of the result only after 
the public have had their say.

Does your party support research on 
genetically modified (GM) crops, and the 

cultivation of such crops?
The SNP has always taken a clear line that we 
do not support farm-scale cultivation of GM 
crops in Scotland. We are, of course, in favour 
of carefully regulated research and develop-
ment but it is vital that we safeguard Scotland’s 
reputation for natural crops.

Does your party support research on 
embryonic and adult stem cells? Are there 
areas of this work that you feel should be off 
limits?
Scotland has a long-established international 
reputation with world-leading research 
strengths in areas including neurosciences, 
cancer and non-human-health-related fields 
such as animal health, and in emerging areas 
such as stem cells and regenerative medicine.

The current SNP Scottish government has 
provided substantial funds towards the Scot-
tish Centre for Regenerative Medicine building 
in Edinburgh.

Would you want to change visa rules for 
international scientists and students?
Scotland’s differing demographic and migra-
tion needs mean that the current UK immi-
gration system does not serve our interests. 
However, as immigration policy is reserved to 
the Westminster Parliament, we are currently 
unable to amend the rules to make them bet-
ter suited to Scotland. Scotland has a clear 
economic rationale for growing our popula-
tion — in particular our working-age popula-
tion. During the independence referendum we 
proposed a points-based approach targeted at 
particular Scottish requirements.

The SNP would support the reintroduc-
tion of the post-study work visa, which would 
allow Scotland to attract and retain world-
class talent, contributing to our education 
system and the Scottish economy. Scotland 
welcomes over 45,000 students from overseas 
each year including 28,300 international stu-
dents from outside the EU [European Union]. 
The SNP wants to do everything within our 
power to protect the valuable contribution 
made by international students to higher 
education in Scotland and to protect our uni-
versities.
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What is your party’s position on climate 
change and the measures needed to combat 
it?
The SNP government is strongly committed 
to turning Scotland into a clean, green energy 
powerhouse. After passing the most ambitious 
climate-change legislation in the world, we 
have made our renewables targets even more 
ambitious, ensuring that Scotland will meet the 
equivalent of 100% of its electricity needs from 
renewable sources by 2020.

What is your view of the future energy needs of 
the UK, and the balance of fossil fuel, nuclear 
and renewable energy?
Scotland is an energy powerhouse in Europe. 
We account for 60% of Europe’s oil production, 
25% of Europe’s offshore wind and tidal energy 
potential and 10% of Europe’s wave energy 
potential. The SNP has set an ambitious target 

of generating the equivalent of 100% of elec-
tricity consumption from renewable sources 
by 2020.

The Scottish government’s Electricity Gen-
eration Policy statement makes clear that 
increased renewable generation means we now 
see no energy need for additional thermal gen-
eration plants.

The SNP do not support the building of new 
nuclear power stations in Scotland.

What is your position on university tuition 
fees? Should they be allowed to rise be capped 
or be cut, and how will you account for any 
resulting changes to university income?
The SNP has abolished tuition fees in Scotland, 
and we have pledged not to reintroduce them.

Where does the SNP stand on the renewal of 
the Trident nuclear deterrent and why? How 

high would this come in the party’s post-
election demands, should there be no outright 
majority?
The SNP is completely opposed to the renewal 
of the Trident nuclear deterrent. We do not 
think that spending £100 billion on a Trident 
replacement can be justified, particularly at 
a time when the Westminster government is 
pursuing policies of austerity and damaging 
cuts. With public opinion in Scotland against 
Trident, it is unacceptable to base these weap-
ons of mass destruction just 30 miles from 
Scotland’s largest population centre.

The renewal of Trident would be a funda-
mental issue for the SNP in the event of no 
outright majority after May’s election. ■

S e e  h o w  o t h e r  p a r t i e S  a n S w e r e d  t h e S e 
q U e S t i o n S  a n d  r e a d  m o r e  o f  n a t U r e ’ S 
e l e c t i o n  c o v e r a g e .

2  |  n A t U R e  |  U K  e l e c t i o n  2 0 1 5

IN FOCUSNEWS


