
Deforestation issues must be 
included in global talks on carbon-
emissions control, experts say. 

European companies seeking 
to offset their greenhouse-gas 
emissions under the Kyoto Protocol 
are pumping billions of dollars 
into clean-energy projects in the 
developing world. But the protocol 
does not include funding initiatives 
to prevent deforestation, which is 
responsible for some 20% of global 
carbon emissions. 

Eyeing an economic opportunity 

that could put money in the hands 
of those who preserve native 
forests rather than chop them 
down, tropical countries are now 
banding together to alter the rules 
after the Kyoto accord expires in 
2012. The first step is to ensure that 
deforestation is on the agenda at 
Bali, Indonesia, where international 
negotiators will gather next week 
for the latest round of United 
Nations climate-change talks.

“All of the big countries [with 
tropical forests] have gotten 

together to tell the world that they 
support the same fundamental 
idea,” says Doug Boucher, who 
works on the issue for the Union 
of Concerned Scientists, an 
environmental watchdog based 
in Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
Boucher points out that Indonesia 
has become an international leader 
on the issue despite being virtually 
absent from the debate just six 
months ago. “We may look back on 
this in a couple of years as having 
been a turning point,” he says.

The idea that deforestation 
must be addressed in any cohesive 
response to global warming is not 
new. Although reforestation projects 
were allowed during the Kyoto 
deliberations a decade ago, the 
question of halting deforestation was 
dropped, largely because of technical 
questions. How does one verify a 
decline in deforestation? And how 
can anyone be sure that the problem 
hasn’t just moved elsewhere? 

A decade after the Kyoto talks, 
advocates say the issue is ready 

Deforestation on the agenda at climate meeting

Documents released under the Freedom of 
Information Act raise questions about how 
the US Department of Energy (DOE) over-
sees investigations of misconduct at its science 
facilities. During such oversight, government 
officials do not always retain records of the 
investigations, it has emerged.

DOE officials overseeing an investigation 
into alleged misconduct at Oak Ridge National 
Laboratory in Tennessee approved the investi-
gatory panel’s findings at a meeting that gov-
ernment officials left without keeping copies 
of key investigative records. This is according 
to a 13 November ruling by attorneys at the 
DOE — issued in response to a Freedom of 
Information Act request by this reporter.

The story begins in March 2006, when a 
reviewer for the journal Nature Physics alleged 
that a manuscript submitted by Oak Ridge 
researchers in the group headed by electron 
microscopist Stephen Pennycook contained 
inappropriately manipulated data. An inves-
tigation panel convened by the lab’s deputy 
director for science and technology, James 
Roberto, exonerated Pennycook and others of 
wrongdoing in July 2006, but other scientists 
expressed doubts (see Nature 444, 129; 2006). 
In January this year, the DOE said that Oak 
Ridge, which is run by the not-for-profit com-
pany UT-Battelle under a 5-year, US$6.3-bil-
lion contract, had reopened the investigation. 
“Once again, the committee concluded there 
was no evidence of misconduct,” an Oak Ridge 
spokesman told Nature.

According to the November ruling, DOE 
officials approved this first finding at a meet-
ing last year with lab officials where they were 

shown copies of a panel’s investigation report 
in binders marked “do not duplicate”, and 
reviewed the process that the panel used to 
arrive at its finding of “no misconduct”. The 
lab officials then took the binders back, the rul-
ing says. It adds that although the DOE officials 
felt that it was “very important” to confirm the 
panel was objective and composed of people 
who did not work at Oak Ridge, they apparently 
did not keep a record of who those investigators 
were. Last week, Oak Ridge named Paul Peercy 
of the University of Wisconsin-Madison and 
David Williams of the University of Alabama 
in Huntsville, as two panel members.

“Copies of the report were returned as is nor-
mal practice with confidential documents,” says 
Oak Ridge’s spokesman, Mike Bradley. “Depart-
ment of Energy officials were not at any time 
restricted from access to the report,” he adds.

The freedom-of-information ruling cites a 
standard clause in the contract between the DOE 
and UT-Battelle as evidence that the company 

“clearly intended to retain control over the report 
of investigation”. That clause says that records 
relating to investigations “conducted under an 
expectation of confidentiality” will be considered 
the contractor’s property. In 2005, Raymond 
Orbach, director of the DOE Office of Science 
widened the clause to cover misconduct reports 
from all US national labs run by the DOE. 

In the Oak Ridge case, the DOE did later 
receive a copy of the investigation report, which 
the recent ruling orders Orbach’s office to con-
sider for public release — overruling his deputy, 
Patricia Dehmer, who had refused to do so. But 
Oak Ridge says that it was sent not for oversight 
but “for informational purposes only”.

“Can a government agency fulfil its oversight 
responsibilities with this degree of access?” asks 
C. K. Gunsalus, an attorney and misconduct 
expert at the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign. She says that other science-fund-
ing agencies employ oversight experts who 
routinely receive and retain not only inves-
tigation reports, but the data at issue and the 
names of people involved, and analyse these 
in detail — a process that for a complex case 
might well take longer than one meeting.

Bioethicist Arthur Caplan of the University of 
Pennsylviania, Philadelphia, says he can’t under-
stand why the DOE introduced a rule relinquish-
ing control of investigation reports. “Why would 
they give up supervisory powers?” he asks. 

Officials in Orbach’s office plan to meet this 
week to discuss the matter. ■ 
Eugenie Samuel Reich

13 November ruling
➧ www.oha.doe.gov/cases/foia/tfa0213.pdf

Loopholes in oversight rules revealed

Government officials oversaw a misconduct 
investigation at Oak Ridge National Laboratory.
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Safer way to make human 
stem-like cells revealed
Shinya Yamanaka of Kyoto University in 
Japan has refined his method for making 
human skin cells behave like embryonic 
stem cells so that it does not use a cancer-
causing agent.

Late last month, Yamanaka reported 
making pluripotent cells — cells that can turn 
into any of the roughly 220 cell types in the 
body — by using retroviruses to carry four 
genes into human skin cells (K. Takahashi et 
al. Cell 131, 861–872; 2007). The four genes 
reprogrammed the cells into a state similar 
to that of cells in the early embryo. But one of 
the genes used to make the cell lines is c-myc, 
which can cause cancer.

Yamanaka has now shown that he can 
make these ‘induced pluripotent stem 
cells’ in both humans and mice by using 
just three factors — not including c-myc 
(M. Nakagawa et al. Nature Biotechnol. 
doi:10.1038/nbt1374; 2007).

Risk analysis for Boston 
lab slammed as ‘shoddy’
A US government safety assessment 
supporting the location of an infectious-
disease lab in Boston was “not sound and 
credible”, says a report issued last week by 
the US National Research Council.

Construction of the $178-million Boston 
University National Emerging Infectious 
Diseases Laboratory is due to finish in 2008, 
but one state and one federal lawsuit are 
challenging its opening. The facility will 
house research on deadly pathogens such 
as the Ebola and monkeypox viruses.

The report’s criticisms are aimed at a 
document, released by the US National 
Institutes of Health (NIH) in July, that 
evaluated the facility’s potential threat to 
its neighbours. It finds that the worst-case 

scenarios proposed by the NIH, including 
an Ebola outbreak caused by an infected lab 
worker, were not relevant to assessing the 
true risk. Pathogens with more potential 
to spread, such as influenza, should have 
been chosen, the report says. It adds that the 
NIH assessment suffers from shoddy risk 
analysis and modelling. The NIH says it will 
consider the report.

AIDS worker’s misconduct 
ban belatedly comes to light
Scott Brodie, a former researcher at the 
University of Washington in Seattle, allegedly 
committed misconduct when doing AIDS 
research there in the late 1990s and early 
2000s, and was banned from working for the 
university, according to The Seattle Times. 

The news emerges only now because 
the newspaper had to win a court case 
to get a copy of the 2003 report of the 
investigation. Brodie, under the name John 
Doe, reportedly sued the university and the 
newspaper to prevent release of the report.

Brodie left the university in summer 2003 
and is currently employed by drug company 
Schering-Plough, based in Kenilworth, New 
Jersey. A spokesman for the company says 
that it has just learned of the investigation. 

According to one of the university 
investigators, geneticist Denny Liggitt, the 
report was handed to the National Institutes 
of Health’s Office of Research Integrity.

European satellite system 
is back on the launch pad
European transport ministers have revived 
plans for the Galileo satellite-navigation 
project. The decision comes almost six 
months after the collapse of a public–private 
consortium to build the €3.4-billion 
(US$5-billion) network of 30 satellites. 

Under the new agreement, the European 

Union will provide an additional 
€2.4 billion in unused agricultural funds 
to finance the system. The decision came 
despite opposition from Spain, which 
sought a larger stake in the venture. 

Now that funding is confirmed, it will 
be up to the member states to decide how 
contracts will be awarded for the project, 
says Kai-Uwe Schrogl, secretary-general 
of the European Space Policy Institute in 
Vienna. “This is now a new game,” he says.

So far, only a single test satellite in 
the Galileo system, GIOVE-A, has been 
launched. A second, GIOVE-B, has faced 
repeated delays and is expected to launch in 
spring next year. 

Californian stem-cell 
directors to be investigated
California officials may investigate potential 
conflicts of interest in the state’s $3-billion 
stem-cell initiative.

State Controller John Chiang has asked for 
the Fair Political Practices Committee to look 
into accusations against Robert Klein, the 
chairman, and John Reed, a board member, 
of the California Institute for Regenerative 
Medicine (CIRM) in San Francisco. A public 
advocacy group has also called for both to 
resign after it emerged that Reed, on Klein’s 
advice, asked the CIRM to reconsider a 
grant decision involving a researcher at the 
Burnham Institute in La Jolla.

Reed is president of the Burnham 
Institute and intervened after the CIRM 
decided to rescind a previously awarded 
$638,000 grant to a researcher who was 
not an on-site, full-time employee of the 
Burnham Institute.

Klein says he now realizes that Reed 
should never have written the letter, and 
that he looks forward to the investigation. 
“We welcome guidance so that we can 
learn,” he says.

Clarification
The News story ‘Loopholes in oversight rules 
revealed’ (Nature 450, 590; 2007) referred 
to a ruling issued by US Department of 
Energy attorneys in response to a Freedom of 
Information Act request. We would like to make 
it clear that the documents that were the subject 
of that request have not been released.

Endangered species cling on as rulings are overturned
The US government has revised seven decisions made by 
a former official who worked on the Endangered Species 
Act. Julie MacDonald resigned from the Fish and Wildlife 
Service in May after it emerged that she pressured agency 
scientists, and solicited advice on decisions from a friend 
in the online game World of Warcraft. 

Preble’s meadow jumping mouse (Zapus hudsonius 
preblei) will not now lose its listing, but will be considered 
threatened only in Colorado (it is also found in Wyoming). 
Twelve endangered species of Hawaiian picture-wing 
fly will be able to stretch out in ‘critical habitats’ larger 
than the 0.4 hectares per species designated for them 
by MacDonald. And decisions affecting several other 
species, including the white-tailed prairie dog (pictured) 
and the arroyo toad, have been deemed flawed. But 
research needed to revise some of these decisions will 
be carried out only if funding can be found. 

Europe’s GIOVE-B is being readied for launch.
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