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            Studying consciousness is difficult because asking subjects to report their awareness of a stimulus perturbs that awareness. A new paper shows that asking subjects to wager on whether their response is correct can solve this problem.
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                    Figure 1: A conventional psychometric curve (blue), linking some stimulus parameter in a binary task to performance.



                


                
            

            
                References
	Merikle, P.M. Am. Psychol. 47, 792â€“795 (1992).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Kunimoto, C., Miller, J. & Pashler, H. Conscious. Cogn. 10, 294â€“340 (2001).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Peirce, C.S. & Jastrow, J. Mem. Nat. Acad. Sci. 3, 73â€“83 (1884).

                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Kolb, F.C. & Braun, J. Nature 377, 336â€“338 (1995).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Morgan, M.J., Mason, A.J.S. & Solomon, J.A. Nature 385, 401â€“402 (1997).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Persaud, N., McLeod, P. & Cowey, A. Nat. Neurosci. 10, 257â€“261 (2007).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Maia, T.V. & McClelland, J.L. Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA 101, 16075â€“16080 (2004).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Crick, F. & Koch, C. Nature 375, 121â€“123 (1995).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Sergent, C. & Dehaene, S. Psychol. Sci. 15, 720â€“728 (2004).
ArticleÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                


Download references




Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	Division of Biology and Division of Engineering and Applied Science, 
Christof KochÂ &Â Kerstin Preuschoff

	Division of Humanities and Social Sciences, 216-76, California Institute of Technology, Pasadena, 91125, California, USA
Christof KochÂ &Â Kerstin Preuschoff


Authors	Christof KochView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar



	Kerstin PreuschoffView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar







Ethics declarations

              
                Competing interests

                The authors declare no competing financial interests.

              
            

Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
Cite this article
Koch, C., Preuschoff, K. Betting the house on consciousness.
                    Nat Neurosci 10, 140â€“141 (2007). https://doi.org/10.1038/nn0207-140
Download citation
	Issue Date: 01 February 2007

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1038/nn0207-140


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        








            


            
        
            
                This article is cited by

                
                    	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Putting post-decision wagering to the test: a measure of self-perceived knowledge in basic sciences?
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Marjolein Versteeg
	Paul Steendijk


                                
                                Perspectives on Medical Education (2019)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        The role of feedback in implicit and explicit artificial grammar learning: a comparison between dyslexic and non-dyslexic adults
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Rachel Schiff
	Ayelet Sasson
	Shani Kahta


                                
                                Annals of Dyslexia (2017)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Responses of pulvinar neurons reflect a subject's confidence in visual categorization
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Yutaka Komura
	Akihiko Nikkuni
	Aki Miyamoto


                                
                                Nature Neuroscience (2013)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Risk and risk prediction error signals in anterior insula
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Peter Bossaerts


                                
                                Brain Structure and Function (2010)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Neural correlates, computation and behavioural impact of decision confidence
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Adam Kepecs
	Naoshige Uchida
	Zachary F. Mainen


                                
                                Nature (2008)

                            


                

            

        
    

            
        





    
        

        
            
                

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                
                    Buy or subscribe
                
            

        
    



            

            
                

    
        
        

        
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                Change institution
            
        

        
        
            
                Buy or subscribe
            
        

        
    



            

        
    


    

    
    
        
            
                Associated content

                
                    
                    
                        
                            
    
        
            
                
                    Post-decision wagering objectively measures awareness
                

                
	Navindra Persaud
	Peter McLeod
	Alan Cowey



                
    
        
            Nature Neuroscience
        
        Technical Report
        
        
            21 Jan 2007
        
    


            

        

    


                        

                    
                
            
        

        
    

    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            Advertisement

                            
    
        
            
                
        

    


                        

                    

                

            

            

            

        

    






    
        
            
                Explore content

                	
                                
                                    Research articles
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Reviews & Analysis
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    News & Comment
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Videos
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Current issue
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Collections
                                
                            


                	
                            Follow us on Twitter
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Subscribe
                            
                        
	
                            Sign up for alerts
                            
                        
	
                            
                                RSS feed
                            
                        


            

        
    
    
        
            
                
                    About the journal

                    	
                                
                                    Aims & Scope
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Journal Information
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Journal Metrics
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    About the Editors
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Our publishing models
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Editorial Values Statement
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Editorial Policies
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Content Types
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Web Feeds
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Posters
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Contact
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Research Cross-Journal Editorial Team
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Reviews Cross-Journal Editorial Team
                                
                            


                

            
        

        
            
                
                    Publish with us

                    	
                                
                                    Submission Guidelines
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    For Reviewers
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Language editing services
                                
                            
	
                                Submit manuscript
                                
                            


                

            
        
    



    
        Search

        
            Search articles by subject, keyword or author
            
                
                    
                

                
                    
                        Show results from
                        All journals
This journal


                    

                    
                        Search
                    

                


            

        


        
            
                Advanced search
            
        


        Quick links

        	Explore articles by subject
	Find a job
	Guide to authors
	Editorial policies


    





        
    
        
            

            
                
                    Nature Neuroscience (Nat Neurosci)
                
                
    
    
        ISSN 1546-1726 (online)
    
    


                
    
    
        ISSN 1097-6256 (print)
    
    

            

        

    




    
        
    nature.com sitemap

    
        
            
                About Nature Portfolio

                	About us
	Press releases
	Press office
	Contact us


            


            
                Discover content

                	Journals A-Z
	Articles by subject
	Protocol Exchange
	Nature Index


            


            
                Publishing policies

                	Nature portfolio policies
	Open access


            


            
                Author & Researcher services

                	Reprints & permissions
	Research data
	Language editing
	Scientific editing
	Nature Masterclasses
	Research Solutions


            


            
                Libraries & institutions

                	Librarian service & tools
	Librarian portal
	Open research
	Recommend to library


            


            
                Advertising & partnerships

                	Advertising
	Partnerships & Services
	Media kits
                    
	Branded
                        content


            


            
                Professional development

                	Nature Careers
	Nature 
                        Conferences


            


            
                Regional websites

                	Nature Africa
	Nature China
	Nature India
	Nature Italy
	Nature Japan
	Nature Korea
	Nature Middle East


            


        

    

    
        	Privacy
                Policy
	Use
                of cookies
	
                Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
                
            
	Legal
                notice
	Accessibility
                statement
	Terms & Conditions
	Your US state privacy rights


    





        
    
        
    
    © 2024 Springer Nature Limited




    

    
    
    







    

    



    
    

        

    
        
            


Close
    



        

            
                
                    
                    Sign up for the Nature Briefing newsletter â€” what matters in science, free to your inbox daily.

                

                
                    
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        
                        

                        Email address

                        
                            
                            
                            
                            Sign up
                        


                        
                            
                            I agree my information will be processed in accordance with the Nature and Springer Nature Limited Privacy Policy.
                        

                    

                

            


        


    

    
    

        

    
        
            

Close
    



        
            Get the most important science stories of the day, free in your inbox.
            Sign up for Nature Briefing
            
        


    









    








