
NATURE CHEMISTRY | VOL 9 | JULY 2017 | www.nature.com/naturechemistry 723

ARTICLESNATURE CHEMISTRY 

Haining Wang, Xi-Jie Dai and Chao-Jun Li

Nature Chemistry 9, 374–378 (2016); published online 5 December 2016; addendum published after print 30 May 2017.

In this Article we described a ruthenium-catalysed carbonyl addition method for alcohol production via simple unsubstituted hydra-
zone intermediates, but we inadvertently omitted the citation of two papers that had previously reported a similar carbanion reactivity1,2. 
In these papers, the authors illustrated a series of substituted hindered hydrazones (for example, tert-butyl-, trityl- and diphenyl-4-pyri-
dylmethyl) for additions to carbonyl compounds; however, to yield the target alcohols under these circumstances, the lithium salts of 
these hydrazones had to be pre-formed, with subsequent C–C bond formation and removal of bulky substituents on azo-intermediates 
via radical decomposition.
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Addendum: Aldehydes as alkyl carbanion equivalents for additions to  
carbonyl compounds

Nature Chemistry 9, 473–479 (2017); published online 13 February 2017; corrected after print 8 June 2017.

In the version of this Article originally published, the accept date was incorrect and should have read ‘9 December 2016’. This has now 
been corrected in the online versions of the Article. 
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